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Preface

 It is an honor to be commodore of the Stony Brook Yacht Club, 
(SBYC), especially as it celebrates its centennial anniversary.  As a member 
of the Club for the past thirty-seven years, no one could be more proud of  
the accomplishments of our members and the Club’s contributions to the 
community.
 
 I encourage you to take some time and read the history of the 
Stony Brook Yacht Club, authored by Larry Gulino, former SBYC Vice 
Commodore.  His narrative thoughtfully tells the story of our Club and its 
members, past and present, and how they successfully endeavoured to make 
it the wonderful place we all enjoy today.
 
 It is my hope that our membership continues to promote safe boating, 
protect the environment and offer access to the Three Village Community 
for the next one hundred years.

Edward F. Haran
Commodore
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Introduction

 History seems to marvel over people and things that stand the test of time.  
Whether it’s the ancient Roman Coliseum or grandma’s 95th birthday, history 
celebrates such longevity because of the uniqueness of the event.  This year, 2013, 
history marks still another special occurrence as our beloved Stony Brook Yacht 
Club officially welcomes its 100th Year Anniversary.
 
 This history of the Stony Brook Yacht Club (SBYC), which you are about to 
read, is based primarily upon the preserved minutes from the officers and trustees 
(O&T) meetings spanning the years 1928 through 2013 as well as personal in-
terviews with individual members of the Club.  In all, seventy-two years worth of 
O&T minutes were available for careful review, resulting in seventy-one pages of 
notes and eventually into a one hundred and sixty-five page double spaced manu-
script.
 
 This document is divided into five main sections.  Each of the first four repre-
sent a period of twenty-five years in SBYC’s history.  The final section is devoted to 
written contributions from past commodores or flag member spouses of past com-
modores who responded to my invitation to share their memories and thoughts 
of SBYC as part of this centennial history.  I truly appreciated your words and the 
ongoing sentiments you all have for SBYC.
 
 One hundred years of thanks are owed to all of the members of SBYC, past 
and present, who have been the mainstay of our Club for the last ten decades.  A 
special thank you to the Town of Brookhaven Trustees for allowing us, since 1929, 
the opportunity to demonstrate our diligent stewardship of the land and the waters 
comprising the Stony Brook Yacht Club.
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 The date was September 19, 1913 when the five orig-
inal “directors” of the Stony Brook Yacht Club (SBYC) 
attached their signatures to the notarized forms seeking 
the Club’s incorporation.  Their names were William P. 
Youngs, John F. Carson, Benjamin F. Powell, Frank D. Ar-
thur and Bernard F. Shea, our first commodore who served 
from 1913 to 1928.  The Certificate of Incorporation filed 
with the State of New York, Department of State, bears 
the inscription of October 1, 1913, a date recognized  by 
Club members as the day on which SBYC “officially” 
began.  It was probably a decade or so earlier, however, 
that a group of gentlemen, who were both permanent 
and summer residents of the Stony Brook Community, 
began meeting with each other and their families to pur-
sue their boating interests and pleasures.  At the time, a 
pavilion was constructed east of the present yacht club 
and served to house many of the summer activities.  Club 
meetings were held in the homes of  local members as well 
as the Stony Brook Firehouse.  The Club’s close relation-
ship with the fire department still exists to this very day.  
Although the desire for their own clubhouse was quite 
strong, efforts to secure a location were not immediately 
rewarded.  
      
  On October 2, 1915, a local newspaper called the 
“Port Jefferson Echo” reported that the Brookhaven Town 
Trustees denied SBYC’s request to lease shore front prop-
erty.  The article stated that “the majority of the regular 
residents of Stony Brook opposed the granting of any lease 
on the shore” and that “the people of the village claim a 
right of way all along the harbor, and they feel that a lease 
by the club would infringe on their rights.”  The Club 
would not procure a lease for some time to come.  In Au-
gust of 1928, SBYC formed a committee “to petition the 
Honorable Trustees of the Town of Brookhaven to grant a 
lease for a term of ten years.”  It wasn’t until the following 
August of 1929 that the Club finally was approved for a 
lease with the Brookhaven Town Trustees setting the first 
year’s rent at $25.  Bernard F. Shea had resigned as com-
modore of the Club on July 25, 1928 and Robert F. Wells 

was elected to head the Club as our second commodore.  
Annual dues at the time was $10 as was the Club’s initi-
ation fee.  Although Commodore Wells had appointed a 
building committee in July of 1928 consisting of Thom-
as Edgerton, John McDonald and Joseph O’Shea, it was 
a second building committee made up of Frank Doane, 
John J. Flahaven, A.F. Griffin, W.G. Bayles and John Kel-
ly that actually submitted building plans in April of 1930 
for a clubhouse which would cost $2,500,  “not includ-
ing plumbing and heat!”  The money for the building was 
funded through a $4,000 bond authorized by the member-
ship on June 20, 1930 at a meeting held at the firehouse.  
The first formal meeting of our board of trustees was held 
at the clubhouse on July 11, 1930.  A flagpole and sound 
system were installed and members Milton Beasley and 
Archie F. Griffin were appointed to install a gasoline 
pump on the Club’s property.  The building’s original de-
signer, Harold C . Van Nostrand, probably would not rec-
ognize the Club today except for its beautiful water’s edge 
setting.  A congratulatory newspaper article regarding the 
“grand opening” of SBYC’s  clubhouse appeared in the 
“Port Jefferson Echo” on August 28, 1930.  It made refer-
ence to the annual meeting being held at the Club for the 
first time and noted that “this is evidence that the Club 
has at last become a reality and a factor in the boating and 
social activities of the Stony Brook area, from Smithtown 
to Port Jefferson.”  It had taken almost seventeen years 
from the time of its incorporation but SBYC finally had 
its lease and clubhouse!
 
 The early Club was basically seasonal in nature with 
most of its activities running from April through October.  
New officers were elected during the late summer/early fall 
months and much was expected from SBYC’s  Entertain-
ment Committee.  The latter often went to great lengths 
to ensure that the membership was never at a loss for good 
wholesome fun.  Big name entertainers of the time could 
often be found performing for the enjoyment of SBYC 
members and guests.  It was not unusual for the Club to 
use the facilities of The Stony Brook Auditorium to house 

THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED YEARS
1913 thru 1938

“Plotting the Course”
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shows because of the large size of the audiences at-
tending them.  The Auditorium was, and is, part of 
what we know today as The Stony Brook School, 
which was founded in 1922 by the Reverend Dr. 
John F. Carson, also one of SBYC’s original founding 
fathers.  
 
 The Club had apparently functioned without 
a constitution and by-laws for many years after its 
incorporation in 1913, since there are no records to 
indicate otherwise.  Commodore Wells appointed 
the first constitution committee as best is known, 
at a meeting on August 1, 1928.  Its members con-
sisted of Past Commodore Bernard F. Shea, Joseph 
O’Shea and John McDonald.  It is believed that 
SBYC’s first constitution and by-laws were written 
within a year or two of that date.  The Club is very 
fortunate to still have what is thought to be the 
original typed edition of that document.  Article 
II of the original SBYC Constitution was labeled 
“Object” and read as follows:  “The object of this 
club shall be to encourage the sports of yachting and 
boating, to promote the science of seamanship and 
navigation, to advance the civic and social interests 
of the Township of Brookhaven and to provide and 
maintain a suitable Club House and anchorage for 
the recreation and use of its members.”  The word-
ing is exactly the same eighty-three years later, sur-
viving numerous amendments and revisions to our 
constitution over that period of time. 
  
 The SBYC Constitution, authored by our 
founding fathers, called for only five standing com-
mittees (viz., the membership, house, race, mooring 
and entertainment committees) as compared to the 
24 standing committees that now assist the current 
board.  In addition, members’ children, both boys 
and girls, younger than eighteen, were eligible for ju-
nior membership with their annual dues set at five 
dollars.  Unmarried women over the age of eighteen 
were eligible for flag membership with an obligation 
for annual dues, although they could not vote or hold 
office.  While regular active membership in SBYC 
was originally limited to men over the age of eigh-
teen, currently both men and women aged 21 and 

older are eligible for such membership and women 
have been for some time now.  Our present definition 
of flag membership, which is reserved for surviving 
spouses of deceased regular members, was institut-
ed at a meeting of the board on July 29, 1938.  The 
original constitution also called for two membership 
meetings each year.  The first was a stated meeting 
held on the second Tuesday of July, while the second 
was the annual meeting held on the last Tuesday in 
August when elections would typically take place.
 
 In July of 1931, the initiation fee for active 
members was raised to twenty-five dollars.  In Au-
gust of that same year, Past Commodore Shea head-
ed the SBYC Harbor Committee to investigate 
the dredging of the harbor.  Today, Past Commo-
dore Bill Kiriluk (1997), chair of the Stony Brook 
Harbor Task Force, is actively involved in similar 
pursuits on behalf of SBYC.
 
 Although there are no known SBYC records 
documenting Club events of 1933, Dr. F. Duane 
Squire clearly was elected commodore in August 
of that year.  A boat basin had been dug and the 
north bulkhead was constructed.  Stationary docks 
were, of course, the order of the day.  A second and 
smaller building appeared on our leased property.  It 
was known as the “Koot House” and apparently  in-
herited its name from a similar structure further east 
along the channel, which was torn down to make 
room for the Club’s outdoor pavilion.  Our Koot 
House was used for storage as well as a changing sta-
tion for SBYC beach goers.  It was taken down in 
1962 to make room for more bulkhead and dockage.  
The story goes that during its demolition Charlie 
Botto accidentally smashed Jimmy Cantone’s nose 
with a crow  bar.  Oh, the price of progress!
 
 The membership approved a motion on June 
7, 1935 for the Club to apply for a liquor license, 
eventually causing some concern that the place was 
becoming a “semi-night club.”  While it is known 
that Ed Holell was SBYC’s first bartender,  there’s 
no record of the name of the first member he ever 
served!  A sign reading “The Cabin” was placed over 

SBYC...A Centennial History                                                                                                                                                                      Page 2  



the entrance door to the bar and persons under the 
age of eighteen were not permitted in that area.  A 
summer membership was begun in 1935 which al-
lowed qualifying individuals to use the Club from July 
1 through Labor Day at the annual cost of ten dol-
lars.  There were no boating or voting privileges for 
such members.  One can hypothesize that this was the 
original precursor to the “social membership” catego-
ry instituted in 2011.  It just goes to demonstrate the 
adage that there is very little that’s new under the sun.
 
 In 1932, the Club acquired its first cannon for 
use on commissioning days.  Eight foot high twin 
lighthouses flanking the entrance to the Club’s 
grounds were built in 1936 and adorned SBYC for 
two and a half decades.  In 1937, corrugated steel be-
gan replacing the original locust posts which support-
ed the stone and cement bulkheads around the Club.  
It was reported in the same year that SBYC had one 
hundred and fifteen active members, ten honorary 
members, two life members and seven flag members.  
The Club’s first written constitution did not stipulate 
what the total maximum number of members were 
except for the category of life members, which was 
limited to fifty.  At the time, a life member was de-
fined as a gentleman who, after being elected to life 
membership by the board, made a one time payment 
of dues to the Club of one hundred dollars (i.e., ten 
times the then annual dues of ten dollars) and, there-
after, was obligated only for assessments.  Our original 
constitution also did not limit the number of years 
a commodore could hold that office, although that 
person would have to be elected each year at the an-
nual meeting.  It wasn’t until 1953 that term limits 
of two consecutive years were placed upon the office 
of commodore.  Finally, our original constitution did 
not place residency requirements upon applicants for 
membership.  Indeed, the Club’s first commodore, 
Bernard F. Shea (1913-28), maintained his primary 
residence on Dean Street in Brooklyn, New York, al-
though he also owned a second home in Stony Brook.
 
 It was clear by the end of 1937 that SBYC’s 
Board of Trustees had a definite long range program 

of Club improvements which included enlarging the 
boat basin, creating  bathing pavilions, adding more 
rooms to the clubhouse, and acquiring more leased 
property from the Town of Brookhaven.  The latter 
would not happen until January of 1939, increasing 
our annual leasing costs from twenty-five to fifty dol-
lars.  A motion was passed at the board meeting on 
July 29, 1938 which eliminated the letters “S” “B” 
“Y” “C” from the Club’s burgee.  The original burgee 
was designed by Dr. Bernard F. Shea and his friend, 
Dr. Otto Hildenbrand, more than twenty years ear-
lier.  The board reported at its annual meeting on 
August 26, 1938 that there were one hundred and 
seventy-three active members with one hundred and 
forty fully paid, and fourteen honorary members.  It 
was also at this same annual meeting that the SBYC 
Constitution was amended to add the following:  
“All former Commodores of the Club are to become 
ex-officio members of the Board of Trustees, in an ad-
visory capacity, but with no vote in such body.”  It has 
now been seventy-five years that past commodores of 
SBYC have automatically become permanent mem-
bers of the board of trustees with the same rights and 
privileges as all members of the board, except the 
right to vote.

 In 1938, SBYC both ended its first twen-
ty-five years and began its next twenty-five with 
Commodore F. Duane Squire (1933-1939) still in 
office.  Only three men had served the Club as 
commodores during its first twenty-five years:  Dr. 
Bernard F. Shea (1913-1928), who was a Stony 
Brook summer resident and practiced dentistry 
in Brooklyn, Capt. Robert F. Wells (1928-1933), 
who was a Stony Brook resident and local busi-
nessman, and Dr. F. Duane Squire (1933-1939), a 
Stony Brook physician and Justice of the Peace.  
Many Club challenges and responsibilities were 
shouldered by these three men and history will 
record that they were up for the task.  It seems 
certain that they would give credit to many other 
“core Club members” who regularly assisted them 
in “Plotting the Course” for their beloved Stony 
Brook Yacht Club. 
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 The Stony Brook Yacht Club’s history has as 
much to do with its beautiful location as it does 
with the innumerable members who have made 
major contributions to its growth and develop-
ment.  Our founding fathers, after all, pursued a 
town lease almost two decades before finally secur-
ing one for the current site.  Certainly they knew 
that the setting would fit the gem of a Club that 
would follow.  
 
 Consider, if you will, the physical locale of 
our Club and the period preceding our beginnings.  
It is, of course, located within Stony Brook Harbor 
whose coordinates are latitude 40° 55’ 04.6’’ and 
longitude 73° 08’ 50.8’’.  The wharfs, which pres-
ently span our channel from the town launch to 
Sand Street Beach, were built in the nineteenth 
century at three separate times during 1809, 1819, 
and 1835.  The last expansion in 1835 was under-
taken by Charles D. Hallock through a grant ex-
tended to him by the Brookhaven Town Trustees.  
During the nineteenth century and into the early 
twentieth century, a coal yard and coal pocket were 
located to the east of the present Club and to our 
immediate west was a clam factory.  Stony Brook 
was used as a local commercial harbor throughout 
the colonial period and into the early twentieth 
century.  Shipping continued to prosper in this port 
for more than a quarter of a century after the rail-
road reached Stony Brook in 1873.  The shipping 
industry brought much prosperity to our town and 
many of its residents were employed as captains, 
crewmen, suppliers, and shipbuilders.  The village 
supported four shipyards in 1858 and the first boat 
recorded as having been built on Long Island was 
constructed in Stony Brook in 1694.  Before the 
twentieth century, almost every Stony Brook res-
ident was in some way dependent on the wharf.  
Indeed, even today, our growing Club membership 
attests to the lure of “the wharf” as an outlet to 

satisfy our contemporary pleasure boating interests 
and social interactions.  

 The start of SBYC’s second twenty-five years 
in 1938 began in the midst of a world and nation 
that had already undergone vast suffering only to 
be facing the additional torments of escalating 
fascism and a second world war.  In its past were 
World War I, the financial crash of Wall Street, 
and the Great Depression.  Between the late 
1930’s and mid 1940’s, one can only imagine that 
the Club served its members as an oasis of escape 
from the day to day anxieties that plagued not only 
Americans but all citizens of the world.  Still, the 
Club conducted business and was aspiring to year 
round use, although the board decided in Octo-
ber of 1938 that “The Cabin” would be closed on 
Mondays between November 1 and May 1.  An at-
tempt to enlarge the number of voting board mem-
bers from five to eleven was defeated.  The addi-
tional six voting members would have come from 
the ranks of the house committee, which consisted 
of a chairman and his five assistants.  Also defeated 
was a motion to limit elected officers to two suc-
cessive terms of one year each.  Instead, an officer 
could theoretically serve forever as long as he was 
re-elected each year.

 In January of 1939, SBYC was granted addi-
tional land by the Brookhaven Town Trustees at 
the added  annual rental cost of $25.  In March 
of that year, the Club began paying social security 
taxes for its employees and the value of the Club in 
June of 1939 was appraised at $5,500 for insurance 
purposes.  Commodore Squire, in July of 1939, an-
nounced that he would retire from that position 
after serving for six years.  Our fourth commodore, 
Herbert Hyatt, was elected on August 29, 1939.  
Several famous individuals became members of 
the Club during 1940.  The first was the honorary 
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member, Bud Abbott, from the world of comedic 
entertainment and the second was Ward Melville, 
a very successful local entrepreneur and the found-
er of  Thom McCann Shoes.  Commodore Hyatt 
would serve only one year and our fifth commo-
dore, George Turner, would be elected on August 
30, 1940 and serve throughout and beyond the war 
years until 1946.
 
 The year 1940 marked the end of the first de-
cade of the Club’s new location.  The “Clubhouse” 
was now celebrating its tenth birthday and with it 
came the tradition of the annual rowboat races.  The 
race ran a course from the town launching ramp, 
around the back of the Club, and into the lagoon.  
Teams consisting of two members each took their 
mark at the top of the ramp, waited for the starting 
signal, and then rushed to their rowboats, which 
were clustered together to create a bottleneck ef-
fect.  The idea, of course, was to be the first one out 
of the chaos, into the channel, and around to the 
lagoon.  It’s doubtful there were any rules govern-
ing this pandemonium so that teams could use any 
and all strategies to win this coveted event.  Some 
members would dress in drag to add to the hilarity, 
and, all in all, good times were shared and memories 
were created.  Not to be outdone by the cross dress-
ing antics of the men, the ladies of the Club would 
on occasion hold a “smoker” at the clubhouse and 
would dress in white flannel trousers, blue coats, 
and yachting caps.  No casual observer would have 
guessed that these snappily dressed “yachtsmen” 
were actually the fine ladies of SBYC!
 
 The Club has always demonstrated a commu-
nity minded spirit by opening its doors to various 
groups in search of a place to meet.  On January 22, 
1941, the local power squadron began using SBYC 
as its regular meeting place.  Today, the local chap-
ters of both the Senior Citizens and the American 
Legion routinely conduct their meetings in our 
hall, as do many other community organizations.

 The Club’s officers, at the board meeting of 
April 11, 1941, addressed issues that ran the spec-
trum from the mundane to the extremely poignant.  
As for the mundane, the board decided that boat 
owners would pay a “minimum of $25 on all boats 
up to 32 feet and an additional 75 cents per foot 
for all boats in excess of 32 feet.”  With World War 
II looming on the horizon, the board addressed an 
extremely poignant matter by resolving that “a 
member (of SBYC) who is drafted into the service 
of the United States, under the Selective Service 
Act, will receive an inactive membership card and 
remain exempt from dues until he is again in civil-
ian life.”  That gesture on the part of the board and 
the membership had a profound effect upon many 
of our fellow Club members who served our na-
tion during WWII.  Their letters of gratitude were 
reproduced in a Club publication entitled, “Wel-
come News,” which was written by SBYC member 
F. J. Sullivan, chair of the Club’s Servicemen Com-
mittee.  In addition to their paid up dues for the 
duration of their military service, a money order 
for $5 was also issued to each serviceman.  SBYC 
also payed tribute during the war to the local Unit-
ed States servicemen by sponsoring USO dances 
at its clubhouse.  One such event took place on 
the Saturday evening of June 13, 1942, with about 
forty men drawn from both the army and the coast 
guard.  A local Port Jefferson newspaper wrote 
about that dance saying that “an equal number of 
young ladies of the locality will be present to act 
as hostesses for the boys.”  There is an unfortunate 
gap in the information the Club presently possess-
es about its history and it spans a nine year period 
from August, 1941 to July, 1950.  Nonetheless, it is 
believed that during the war years some activities 
at the Club were maintained, although many were 
diminished in scope.  Gas rationing certainly lim-
ited the amount of boating that could be enjoyed 
and many of the Club’s able bodied members were 
now serving in the armed forces.  It was during 
this time on April 1, 1942 that Bob Wider joined 
the Club.  Bob is now eighty-nine years old and 
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has the distinction of having logged seventy-one 
years as an SBYC member, which is the longest 
tenure of any current member.  Bob’s lineage in 
the Club included his father and uncle who were 
both members of SBYC.  Bob served on the board 
as vice commodore between 1952 and 1953.  He 
was drafted into the infantry in 1943, served in 
Europe, was wounded, and ultimately discharged 
in 1945.  His family’s cruising boat was named 
“Aquamarine,” reflecting the fact that Bob dealt 
in the business of wholesale precious stones.  Bob 
is also an ex-chief in the Stony Brook Fire Depart-
ment, which has been to this day a close friend and 
ally to SBYC.
 
 Another prominent SBYC member to this day 
is Walter C. Hazlitt, who joined the Club on Au-
gust 11, 1947, almost eleven years to the day after 
his father, Dr. A.V. Hazlitt, became a member on 
July 18, 1936.  He proudly served his nation during 
WWII as a “China Marine” with the 6th Marine 
Division in the Pacific Theater.  Walter was elected 
SBYC Commodore on August 26, 1955, three plus 
months shy of his thirtieth birthday, which makes 
him the youngest person ever to be elected com-
modore in the history of the Club and, currently, he 
is also the eldest of our past commodores.  Walter 
held that office from 1955 to 1957 and continues 
his service to the Club right through the present 
time.  He has been a very popular emcee at many 
SBYC Opening Day Ceremonies as well as a living 
link to our Club’s grand history.  He is a fifty-three 
year member of  the Stony Brook Fire Department, 
an ex-chief and was the commissioner for five years. 
Walter devoted much of his life to public service 
via the Suffolk County Water Authority and as a 
trustee of Suffolk County Community College.  It is 
no exaggeration to say that Walter C. Hazlitt is one 
of the most popular figures to ever hold membership 
in SBYC and his honorary member status bears wit-
ness to that fact.  He once shared with this author 
that the nicest thing that ever happened to him at 
the Club was meeting his wife, Elizabeth, right at 

the Club.   
                                                                                        
 Although there are no records of their meet-
ings as noted earlier, SBYC thanks the following 
past commodores for their services:  George Turn-
er (1940-46), Frank A. Schaffer (1946-47), Alfred 
F. Devereaux (1947-49) and Alex Pisciotta (1949-
50).  George Fuchs, the Club’s ninth commodore, 
was elected to that office on August 25, 1950 and 
would serve in that capacity for three years.  He 
was a car dealership owner and a Brookhaven 
Town Councilman, who originally hailed from 
Queens, New York.  In March of 1951, Commo-
dore Fuchs would begin laying the groundwork for 
a new channel to be dredged in Stony Brook Har-
bor.  It would be one hundred feet wide and five 
feet deep at dead low tide and the existing chan-
nel, which passed in front of Sand Street Beach, 
would be blocked.  This project, along with the 
dredging and enlarging of our lagoon, would take 
many years to complete.  The spoils from these two 
dredging projects would create the Club’s current 
beach area as well as Young’s Island, which is the 
body of land directly across the channel from the 
Club’s porch.  “Uncle George,” as he was known, 
was very influential in helping the Club to secure 
more land and in obtaining the necessary permits 
to begin the aforementioned dredging projects.  It 
was also during Commodore Fuchs’ administra-
tion that the main dining room was added to the 
Club by the builder, Elmer Mapp.  The room had 
exposed ceiling beams with a maple floor which 
was built on locust posts, thus causing it to bounce 
whenever it was used for dancing.  By now, the 
SBYC Board had grown from five to nine voting 
members, which included the original voting of-
ficers of commodore, vice commodore, rear com-
modore, secretary and treasurer with the addition 
of three trustees and the house committee chair-
man.  A membership roll from 1951 listed a total 
of 216 active members.  Eighty-four of them, or 
39%, resided outside of the Town of Brookhaven.  
There was a time, however, when the percentage 
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of out of town members was even greater.  That 
would change significantly within the next ten 
years or so.
 
 Duane C. “Ducky” Cole was elected commo-
dore on August 28, 1953.  It was during his term 
that the Club’s constitutional amendment was 
established limiting commodores to serve a maxi-
mum of two consecutive years.  Initiation fees were 
raised from twenty to fifty dollars in June, 1955 just 
prior to the end of Commodore Cole’s second term.  
Two noteworthy SBYC bartenders during this era 
were Slim Schumacher and Alex Dilly.  The latter 
must have been very popular since he was given a 
1954 Christmas bonus of $250, the equivalent of 
about $2,000 in today’s money.  Hurricane Carol 
caused extensive flooding to the Club and damage 
to its roof.
 
 As noted earlier, Walter C. Hazlitt served as 
commodore from August, 1955 to August, 1957.  
It was during his term and through his aspira-
tions that the Club’s beach house was construct-
ed.  Two of Walter’s contemporaries and current 
Club members joined SBYC in June of 1956 just 
ten days apart from one another,  Ernie Rositzke’s 
membership began on June 1, while Bob Hansen’s 
started on June 11.  Bob and his wife, Joann, cel-
ebrated their marriage at SBYC in 1958 and Bob 
related that Frieda Knudsen, the Club’s beloved 
cook for many years, prepared dinner alone for his 
250 guests!  As for Ernie Rositzke, he has truly en-
deared himself to generations of SBYC’s families.  
Just how he did so will be addressed in the next 
section of this history.   Also joining the Club in 
1956 was Robert Trakoval, who at age 96, was the 
oldest living member of SBYC until his death on 
October 2, 2013.
 
 In July, 1956, our constitution was amended 
giving past commodores life membership in the 
Club if they were members in good standing for 
twenty-five years (today, it is twenty years).  A 

motion by Past Commodore Fuchs to install an 
air conditioner in the bar at a cost not to exceed 
$1,500 was defeated.  A rye drink at the Club bar 
cost fifty cents!  Lights were installed on the docks 
in the summer of 1957.

 Commodore John C. Reboli Jr. was elected 
to office on August 30, 1957.  He would serve two 
terms during which the Club investigated the possi-
bility of installing a “television receiver,” the initi-
ation fee was raised to seventy-five dollars and dues 
were raised to twenty dollars on May 29, 1959.
 
 Two more commodores would serve terms of 
two years each before the Club reached its Golden 
Anniversary in October, 1963.  The one was John 
A. Michelson (1959-61) and the other was Rus-
sell J. Nicastro (1961-63).  During this four year 
span, the Club was registered in “Lloyd’s Registry 
of Yacht Clubs” and exploration began into the 
possibility of a swimming pool being built on our 
property.  The latter was the pet project of Com-
modore Nicastro but the proposal was dropped by 
the board in March of 1962 because not enough 
members were in favor of it.  It was also in 1962 
that the Slate Room was added to the clubhouse 
and was dubbed “Nicastro’s Mushroom Cellar” 
perhaps because the damp dirt floor beneath the 
slate could have provided ideal growing conditions 
for some fanciful fungi!  Our existing flagpole was 
installed in 1962 after Hurricane Esther destroyed 
its predecessor in September of 1961.  The lagoon’s 
first night watchman was hired in July of 1962 at 
the rate of sixty dollars a week.   
 
 Membership was capped in 1961 at 250 and 
the initiation fee was set at one hundred dollars.  In 
June of 1961, three preferential membership cate-
gories were established.  They were listed as Class 
I:  sons of members; Class II:  residents of the Town 
of Brookhaven; Class III:  others.  While no defini-
tion of “others” was offered, it is known that at that 
time there were also “flag,” “life” and “honorary” 
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memberships in the Club.  In May, 1961, John B. 
Gambling of “Rambling with Gambling” fame was 
accepted as an SBYC member.  On Sunday, May 
7th of that same year, the New York Times pub-
lished an article entitled “Long Islanders Teach-
ing Safe Boating” and credit was given to SBYC 
for sponsoring the course for eighty-nine boys and 
girls.  The picture accompanying the article shows 
SBYC member Frank Newsham instructing two 
young boaters.  They are identified as Timothy 
Newsham, Frank’s son, and his lifelong friend and 
former member of SBYC, Whitney Roberts, who 
created SBYC’s first Snapper Derby. 
 
 By June 1962, the lagoon could accommo-
date 151 boats.  Club baseball games were regularly 
scheduled between the Clamdiggers and the Com-
muters.  A fifty dollar a year bar credit was initiated 
on December 7, 1962 in order to afford the Club 
more income towards its growing operating ex-
penses.  This was done in lieu of increases in dues 
or the entertainment assessment.  By June of 1963, 
the lagoon boasted the ability to berth 165 ves-

sels.  At the stated meeting of July 16, 1963, it was 
noted that Past Commodores Pisciotta and Hazlitt 
had reviewed all of the Club’s minutes since 1920 
and all changes to the by-laws were compiled and 
were accurate and up to date.  While this demon-
strates that records were kept from our very earliest 
years, unfortunately none are presently available 
to us prior to 1928.
 
 The Club was rapidly approaching the end of 
its second twenty-five years, a quarter of a centu-
ry that was characterized by extensive growth and 
development to both our clubhouse and lagoon.  A 
total of twelve commodores would serve SBYC “to 
weigh anchor” during this twenty-five year period.  
They laid a solid foundation for the Club’s next 
half century, but first we would have to navigate 
the ebb and flow of the ensuing twenty-five years, 
which would take us to our 75th Diamond Jubilee.
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 SBYC celebrated its Golden 50th Anni-
versary with our fifteenth commodore, Urban C. 
Everling, conducting his first O&T meeting on Au-
gust 23, 1963.  Some of the issues facing him and 
his board were the same as those being addressed 
by today’s board such as excessive use of electricity 
in the lagoon, parking in the circle as a fire hazard, 
members in arrears, and the ongoing maintenance 
of our clubhouse and docks.  The Club was still ex-
ploring the acquisition of more land and Brookha-
ven residents clearly were preferred as Club mem-
bers over applicants who resided elsewhere.  Frieda 
Knudsen continued to run our kitchen and would 
do so for more than a decade to come.  A courtesy 
slip was provided for a police department vessel. 
By June of 1964, members could purchase block 
and cube ice from the Club.  The start of what we 
know as “Sunday Suppers” appears to have begun 
on Father’s Day, June 21, 1964.  It was referred to 
then as “Sunday Buffets” with prices of $1.50 for 
members, $1.00 for children, and $2.50 for guests.  
Vice Commodore, Fred Smith, at the first stated 
meeting of 1964, “hoped for more member volun-
teers” to work on committees “as was customary in 
the past.”  This is not an uncommon request from 
the board even today.

 During the summer of 1964, the board and 
Club members agreed that an outside food conces-
sion could provide weekday meals in the dining 
room and at the beach.  On August 21, 1964, the 
membership voted to install a bubble, or aeration 
system, in the lagoon for the upcoming winter to 
limit the damaging effects to pilings and piers of 
accumulating ice.  The board also recommended 
in August of 1964 that the number of Club mem-
bers who resided outside of Brookhaven Township 
be limited to thirty percent.  Another proposal to 
provide air conditioning in the bar was once again 
defeated.
 

 SBYC members who joined the Club prior 
to the mid-90’s certainly remember perhaps one of 
our dearest Club chaplains, Father John McGuire.  
His name first appears on Club records on May 14, 
1965 when he ministered to the Blessing of the 
Fleet.  He would eventually become a monsignor 
and serve as our chaplain for over twenty-five 
years.  Sadly, Monsignor McGuire passed away in 
2012.
 
 On August 20, 1965, Frederick G. Smith 
was elected commodore and instituted the policy 
of closing the executive session of O&T meetings 
so that only board members would be present.  By 
now, the custom of having four stated meetings 
each year had been established.   In September 
of 1965, the board investigated the possibility of 
purchasing finger piers from the Milford Yacht 
Club and, in fact, they approved that purchase 
in October for the cost of $750 and paid an ad-
ditional $300 to have the piers towed across the 
Long Island Sound on barges.  The board agreed 
in November of 1965 to issue bonds to the mem-
bership in order to add five hundred and fifteen 
feet of bulkhead on the west bank of the lagoon.  
That project was completed by June, 1966 and in-
corporated the piers recently purchased from our 
Connecticut neighbors.
 
 It was reported at an O&T meeting on July 
15, 1966 that eighty percent of the Club’s mem-
bership were now residents of Brookhaven Town-
ship.  Commodore Smith was re-elected in 
August of 1966 but, sadly, died on November 18, 
1966 while still in office.  It was the only time that 
such an event happened in the course of our one 
hundred year history.  On December 9, 1966, Ol-
iver B. Van Dyck became our seventeenth com-
modore and held that office until August, 1968.  
On April 7, 1967, the membership approved in-
creasing the initiation fee to $150 and on Sep-
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tember 8, 1967, the board created the “recreation 
committee” and appointed Frank K. Newsham as 
its chair.  Frank had proposed the creation of this 
committee, which coordinated summer programs 
at the beach, Club athletic events, teen dances, 
and various other recreational events for members 
and their families.  Frank joined SBYC on April 
14, 1951 and passed away only several years ago.  
He was a very active member throughout his tenure 
and loved the Club as much as anyone ever has.
 
 During the fall of 1967, Commodore Van 
Dyck continued the discussion regarding air con-
ditioning for the entire Club.  The argument was 
made that it would draw more members to warm 
weather Club functions.  The membership appar-
ently agreed and, on January 12, 1968, they ap-
proved an assessment to install air conditioning 
throughout the Club.  The installation was com-
pleted by June, 1968, thus cooling off still another 
hot SBYC topic!
 
 Sebastian Sino was elected commodore on 
August 16, 1968.  He would serve two terms and 
during his administration the annual dues rose to 
$90 and fewer non-Brookhaven Township resi-
dents and/or tax payers were being interviewed for 
SBYC membership.  Remarkably, members were 
able “to borrow” bottles of liquor from the Club 
and would have their accounts charged if they 
did not honor their end of the return policy.  Past 
Commodore Russell J. Nicastro (1961-63), at the 
O&T meeting of April 11, 1969, introduced the 
recommendation that flag membership (for wid-
owed spouses) be free for the first full year.  In Au-
gust of 1969, Rear Commodore Edwin C. Yablon-
ski proposed that member Robert Smith write a 
history of SBYC and our front office came of age 
by purchasing a $375 Olympia electric typewriter!  
The Club was valued in January, 1970 at $150,000 
for insurance purposes.  Piano nights were popular 
during this era so the Club bought a new piano ear-
ly in 1970 for $734.  The position of lagoon chair-

man had been established for a number of years by 
now, but it did not come with a vote on the board.  
It would be almost thirteen years before that would 
happen.  At its meeting of  March 13, 1970, the 
board approved the installation at the beach of a 
40ft x 50ft concrete slab to serve as a basketball 
court.  Applications for membership now had a 
$25 filing fee attached to them and floating piers 
for “A”, “B”, and “C” docks were being considered.  
In May of 1970, it cost $900 to replace twenty-five 
pilings and reset several others.  Today, that’s about 
the cost to replace one lagoon piling... talk about 
the impact of inflation!  Tap beer became available 
at the bar in the summer of 1970 and an intercom 
system was installed between the beach and the 
clubhouse.  The Club also had the welcomed prob-
lem of a significant membership waiting list.
 
 Howard W. Scott was elected commodore on 
August 21, 1970 and it was during his first term 
that the board considered adding a “fleet coun-
selor” (known today as the club attorney) to its 
ranks.  The boating season was defined as being 
between  April 15th to November 15th of each 
year, just as we know it today.  It was on Septem-
ber 2, 1970 that member Bob Smith entrusted to 
Past Commodore Seb Sino (1968-70) the history 
of SBYC, which Bob and his wife, Jae, had written.  
Unfortunately, the Club does not have a copy of it 
but would welcome any leads to obtaining it.  The 
membership had the opportunity of attending five 
meetings each year, which included the annual 
meeting on the third Friday of August and stated 
meetings on the third Friday of February, June, July 
and November.  The SBYC voting board consist-
ed for some time now of the five officers plus the 
house chairman and three trustees, nine in all.
 
 Although the teenage children of Club mem-
bers had been organizing dances at the Club for 
themselves and their friends since the mid-60’s, it 
wasn’t until November 28, 1970 that they formally 
met as a group to plan a recreational program that 
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included not only dances but also roller skating 
and skiing trips, outings to New York City, sailing 
and water skiing lessons and competitions, bowling 
trips and beach parties.  They named the group “The 
Seaweed Kids” and their elected officers were:  Pres-
ident Sande Giaccone (son of Frank and Lee Giac-
cone); Treasurer Chris Gustafson (daughter of Past 
Commodore Peter Gustafson, 1979, and his wife, 
Anita); Secretaries Pat Craig (daughter of Martin 
and Marie Craig) and Karen Rositzke (daughter of 
Ernest and Ruth Rositzke).  Their meetings were 
held on the first Thursday of each month and all 
teenagers were welcome to join.
 
 At the stated meeting of June 18, 1971, a 
constitutional amendment was approved, which 
lowered from 25 to 20 the number of years a past 
commodore had to be in good standing before 
becoming eligible for dues free life membership.  
Dockage costs for members without a slip (they 
weren’t yet called “bouncers”) was $4 a day up to 
$150 for the season.  It was agreed by the board 
at its O&T meeting of October 20, 1971 that a 
club newsletter would be issued monthly on a tri-
al basis.  Plans were made at that same meeting 
for Frieda Knudsen’s surprise party to celebrate the 
decades of culinary services she had provided to 
SBYC.  The Club gave her an all expense paid trip 
to her native Norway as a sign of its sincere grat-
itude for her many years of dedication to us.  Bill 
McKenna was the house chair at that time as well 
as the Club’s “resident plumber.”  He regularly en-
joyed a beer or two at the Club and always sat on 
the right side of the bar smoking his pipe.  He so 
endeared himself to Club members that the scene 
looking out the window on the right side of the bar 
is now officially called “McKenna’s View” and the 
window frame top of it is adorned with his encased 
smoking pipe.
 
 It was announced at the first stated meeting 
on February 18, 1972 that the Club would no lon-
ger accept applications from anyone living outside 

of Brookhaven Township.  The Club had a total of 
two hundred and fifty regular members with anoth-
er sixteen on a waiting list.  An assessment of $100 
was approved to secure the $25,000 needed to ren-
ovate the clubhouse.  Albert Brayson was elected 
commodore on August 18, 1972 and would hold 
that office until December 31, 1973.  It was during 
his term of office that annual dues rose from $90 to 
$115 and that our constitution was amended to re-
flect that board members elected for one year terms 
would serve from January 1 through December 31.  
Club elections would now occur in November of 
each year.  The constitution was further amended 
to read that all applicants to the Club must be res-
idents of the Town of Brookhaven.  Commodore 
Brayson and his board gave some thought to tak-
ing over the lease for the land where the current 
Stony Brook Boat Works now stands.  This would 
mark the start of an almost twenty year exchange 
of thoughts between SBYC, the Stony Brook Boat 
Works and the Brookhaven Town Board regarding 
property lines and the use of our respective facili-
ties.
 
 Bartender and diligent steward, Alex Dilly, 
submitted his letter of resignation to the board 
at its meeting on December 14, 1973.  He had 
worked for the Club since 1952, logging twen-
ty-one years of faithful service to SBYC.  Major 
renovations would be made to the Club during the 
one year term of Commodore Edwin C. Yablonski, 
who was elected to that office on November 16, 
1973 and served throughout 1974.  Those reno-
vations included the construction of a new bar by 
Commodore Yablonski, assisted by member Ar-
thur Leonard, the installation of a brick fireplace 
in the slate room, a new porch and a new roof over 
the bar area.  The supporting columns in the bar 
were eliminated and replaced with steel I-beams to 
reinforce the ceiling and the roof.
 
 Hurlow “Herk” Henle served as commo-
dore during 1975.  Although he did not succeed 
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in raising the annual dues from $115 to $200, he 
is credited with bringing on board Marie Seus to 
assist in the operations of our front office.  Marie 
actually began working for SBYC on June 17, 1975 
and, at the time, assisted Vera Whelan, who was by 
then a long time office employee.  Marie recent-
ly celebrated thirty-eight years of faithful service 
to SBYC. Joseph Nassir would serve as commo-
dore for 1976 and 1977.  During his terms of of-
fice, members approved a bond issuance program 
to finance lagoon renovations and improvements.  
The membership also voted on April 15, 1977 to 
amend our constitution to reflect that applicants 
for SBYC membership “must be a tax payer and/or 
resident of the Town of Brookhaven.”
 
 In 1978, Richard M. Dabberdt served as com-
modore.  The membership approved a constitu-
tional amendment which read, “The $50 annual 
bar credit be changed to $100 per year and termed 
‘house credit.’”  At a special meeting on Septem-
ber 29, 1978, members supported an assessment of 
$75 to renovate the kitchen and the ailing lagoon 
bubble system.  A flotation collar, or sea gate, was 
ordered to keep debris out of the lagoon during the 
winter months.
 
 Peter Gustafson served as our twenty-fifth 
commodore during 1979.  His board considered 
winterizing the lagoon by replacing the bubble sys-
tem with submersible pumps at a cost of $187 each.  
They also considered increasing our membership 
limit to 300 but there were concerns that the Club 
would not be able to accommodate that number at 
our various functions.  Those concerns were put to 
rest when the membership agreed to the increase 
at the fourth stated meeting on October 19, 1979.  
An attempt to raise annual dues from $200 to $300 
failed.  The board began a constitutional review, 
which laid the groundwork for women to become 
regular active members of the Club.
 
 Henry T. Hoppe began his service as SBYC 

commodore on January 1, 1980 and would contin-
ue in that capacity throughout 1981.  A moment 
of silence was observed at the O&T meeting of 
July 10, 1980 for departed member and Past Com-
modore, George Fuchs (1950-53).  To honor his 
memory, the Fuchs family donated to SBYC a Re-
boli painting.  The Club conducted a sailing school 
during July and August of 1980, which involved 
both classroom instruction and in-the-water train-
ing aboard new Sparkman & Stephens designed 15 
foot sloops.  It was advertised as being open to all 
ages from 9 to 90 at a cost of $100 per person.  It 
was motioned and passed at the first stated meet-
ing in January, 1981 that Club dues would be paid 
bi-annually in order to relieve financial burdens 
on the membership. Frank Giaccone, the Club at-
torney, announced at the fourth stated meeting of 
1981 that SBYC and the Town Board of Brookha-
ven had signed a new nineteen year lease, with an 
additional option to the year 2008.  That was quite 
an accomplishment considering that our current 
lease runs until the year 2020.
 
 At the election meeting held on November 
20, 1981, Dr. Robert Boswell became commodore 
and served as such during the years 1982 and 1983.   
There were a total of 293 regular members in the 
Club in January of 1982.  At the stated meeting of 
July 16, 1982, Commodore Boswell established a 
new ad hoc committee called the “Good and Wel-
fare Committee.”  It was chaired by Jim Crane and 
its purpose was to report to the board the status of 
members and their families who were experiencing 
significant illnesses.  The membership also agreed 
at that meeting to a bond issuance of $100,000 in 
order to refurbish the Club.  In addition, numer-
ous changes to our constitution and by-laws were 
passed by the membership.  Commodore Boswell 
entrusted the refurbishing of the Club to member 
Joe Brunner.  The dining room at the time was 
actually two separate rooms joined by a series of 
french doors.  The far end of the dining room was 
punctuated by double hung windows which over-
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looked the channel.  The slate room was separated 
by a half wall accentuated by dowel inserts.  The 
entire floor of wood lent itself to a large dance area 
when occasions called for it.  After the refurbish-
ments, sliding glass doors replaced the windows and 
the dance area, then located opposite the kitchen 
area, was distinctly set off from the remainder of 
the carpeted floors.  The slate room could be ei-
ther fully accessed from the dining room or com-
pletely separated through the use of sliding doors.  
Although it became much more formal in its ap-
pearance, the dining room still remained a setting 
where members could have down to earth fun and 
enjoyment, which came in part, in the form of the 
annual holiday Trim-a-Tree party and Santa’s visit.  
Credit for the latter is owed largely to our own Er-
nie Rositzke, an SBYC member since June 1, 1956.  
He has personally arranged for Santa to visit the 
children of SBYC since December 19, 1982.  No 
one in the Club has had such a close relationship 
with Mr. Claus as Ernie and he has religiously seen 
to it that Jolly Saint Nick is always on hand each 
December to spend a few precious moments with 
each of our young ones.  This devotion to duty has 
earned Ernie Rositzke a special place in the hearts 
of all SBYC members and their families, as well as 
honorary Club membership.
 
 At the O&T meeting dated January 13, 
1983, Commodore Boswell recommended giving 
the lagoon chairman a vote on the board as well as 
an additional board trustee.  These constitution-
al changes were approved by the membership on 
April 15, 1983, thus establishing our eleven mem-
ber board with each member entitled to one vote.  
New docks for the south bulkhead were approved 
on September 15, 1983 at a cost of $16,000.  At 
the stated meeting of October 21, 1983, Commo-
dore Boswell, nearing the end of  his second term 
in office, thanked the membership for their support 
and suggested the following thoughts for SBYC’s 
future:  a steward or manager should be hired to 
run the Club; replace the fuel tanks; and add more 

slips in the lagoon.  All of these suggestions came 
to fruition by the end of 1989.
 
 George F. Denzer served as commodore 
during 1984. Club treasurer and future commo-
dore, George W. Mills, had a time clock installed 
to be used by all Club employees.  At the O&T 
meeting of May 17, 1984, the board approved a 
motion that members could have only one boat in 
the lagoon.  Slip holders could not be partners on 
a second slip.  Club membership totaled 295 regu-
lar members.  At future stated meetings that year, 
members would approve the purchase of whipping 
sticks to mark the channel, a walk-in freezer built 
in the kitchen, and $100 assessment to replace 
the floating docks on the west bulkhead.  Member 
Frank Newsham’s request to allow winter storage 
in the parking area adjacent to the beach was de-
nied by the board.  No boats over forty feet were 
allowed in the lagoon and gas was $1.49 a gallon!
 
 Commodore David Prager would head the 
board for the years 1985 and 1986.  At his second 
stated meeting on April 19, 1985, the membership 
approved the allocation of $22,500 to build what 
we now know as the “over 40’s” bulkhead and slips.  
By September of that year, a new storage room was 
built at the east side of the Club closest to the boat 
ramp.  The “over 40’s” project was also completed 
for the 1986 summer boating season.
 
 In 1987, Robert Volk became the thirtieth 
commodore of SBYC and served only one term.  
The membership voted, during the second stated 
meeting on April 17, 1987, to increase the annu-
al dues from $300 to $420.  They also approved 
funds to build a new courtesy dock to replace the 
original floats, which were built in 1953.  At the 
O&T meeting of July 15, 1987, Commodore Volk 
discussed with his board the feasibility of hiring a 
Club manager and, in August, Mary Ann Forte´ 
was hired for that position.  Later that year, the 
board considered replacing our fuel tanks and the 
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Club’s roof.  Two thousand dollars was approved 
by the board on November 18, 1987 to purchase 
“ice-eaters,” which would be used to winterize 
the lagoon in conjunction with the aging bubble 
system.  Finally, in 1987, Club members insti-
tuted “the award all captains should avoid.”  Its 
first recipient for whom the award is named was 
Bill Hirschmann, who earned it by drilling a hole 
through the bottom of his boat hull.  Unfortunate-
ly, the boat was in the water at the time!
 
 Fred Sehlmeyer was elected commodore for 
1988 and would serve only for that year.  Issues of 
note addressed at the O&T meeting of January 14, 
1988 were:  a motion to allow boats up to fifty-five 
feet on the “over 40’s” bulkhead; seven “dock cap-
tains” were appointed, one for each dock area; the 
band, “Good Company,” would play at three of the 
eight dances slated for the year; and property lines 
between SBYC and our neighbor, Stony Brook 
Boat Works, were getting closer to a settlement.  A 
pictorial and narrative history of the Club was be-
ing researched and written by this author as SBYC 
neared its 75th anniversary and Diamond Jubilee. 
 
 In 1988, the Club permitted the use of cred-
it cards only to purchase fuel but was seeking to 
expand that use for transactions within the house 
itself.  The U.S. Coast Guard donated a new flo-
tation collar to SBYC and soon the bubble sys-
tem would go the way of the dinosaur.  The board 
agreed at its O&T meeting on May 15, 1988 to 
hire a new Club manager, SBYC member Bob Mc-
Carroll, Jr.  This author served as entertainment 
chairman during this time and it was my good for-
tune to work closely with our new Club manager, 
who made my job infinitely easier.

 At a special meeting on June 15, 1988, 
Club attorney and future commodore, Thomas J. 
Fratello, presented a detailed agreement between 
SBYC and the Stony Brook Boat Works includ-
ing supporting exhibits.  Nonetheless, it would be 
a little ways off before the parties reached a final 
agreement.  Projected costs for new fuel tanks 
were set at $97,000 and a new boardwalk was 
built at the beach from the old courtesy dock ma-
terials.  At the fourth stated meeting on October 
21, 1988, the membership approved the purchase 
of forty “ice-eaters” to replace the bubble system.  
A computer system was being considered for the 
office and the initiation fee was raised from $450 
to $750.
 
 A total of seventeen commodores served 
SBYC during the twenty-five year span from 1963 
to 1988.  By comparison, fourteen commodores led 
the Club from its beginnings in 1913 until its 50th 
anniversary in 1963.  While the active Club par-
ticipants varied over the course of our history, the 
issues and themes facing them remained the same.  
A membership list from April, 1982 poignantly 
illustrates the significant “turn over” of members 
the Club experiences throughout the years.  That 
list consisted of 303 active members but only 58 of 
them, or less than 20%, are still SBYC members in 
2013.  The constant, of course, is the Club itself 
and its enduring quality that has attracted literally 
thousands of members over the ten decades of its 
existence. 
 

“Steady as you go,” SBYC,  
ever so “steady as you go.”
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 Up to this point in our history, seventy-five 
years had passed along with thirty-one different 
SBYC O&T administrations.  The November 18, 
1988 election of George W. Mills as commodore 
would soon mark the start of still another O&T 
board, as well as the start of the last leg of our jour-
ney to “Centennial” Harbor, SBYC’s 100th anni-
versary.  Commodore Mills served the Club during 
the years of 1989 and 1990.  Like many of our com-
modores before him, he inherited some of the on-
going tasks of the board that had preceded him.  In 
particular, during Commodore Mills’ administra-
tion, the new fuel tanks were installed and nego-
tiations with Stony Brook Boat Works were final-
ized.  At a special meeting on February 17, 1989, 
the membership approved constitutional changes 
which instituted the category of senior member-
ship as well as the option to allow boats over forty 
feet in the lagoon upon the recommendation of the 
lagoon chair and approval of the board.  Five used 
sailboats were purchased for use in the Club’s sum-
mer sailing program.  Plans were being formulated 
to repair the front bulkhead, which the finance 
committee projected at a cost of $100,000.  At the 
April 21, 1989 stated meeting, board Trustee Tom 
Koch announced plans for a slip swap with the 
Saugatuck Harbor Yacht Club.  The 75th Anni-
versary Diamond Jubilee history was distributed to 
Club members in June, and in July of 1989, it was 
reported that Commodore Mills presented a Long 
Island clam rake to our Club chaplain, Fr. John 
McGuire, (who had personally requested one) as 
thanks for all of his years of service to SBYC.
 
 “Fast Eddie” Bravato was a popular bartender 
during this era, while Betty Stokke was our “go to 
person” for Club dining and catering events and 
Marie Seus was running the office as she still does 
to this very day.  At the stated meeting on April 
20, 1990, Club members approved assessments 

which were needed to refurbish the house as well 
as the electricity on A, B, and C docks.  They 
also approved constitutional amendments which 
stated that all probationary members needed to 
complete twenty hours of Club work and attend 
at least three stated meetings during their proba-
tionary year.  Also at this stated meeting, Orlan-
do B. Davis was elected an honorary member.  At 
the O&T meeting of October 18, 1990, the board 
approved twenty-two dry storage winter contracts 
which generated $5,500 in revenue for the Club. 
Commodore Mills, with the assistance of Club 
manager, young Bob McCarroll, humorously insti-
tuted “The Golden Spoon” award to be present-
ed annually to the Club member who stirred up 
the most “s_ _ _!”  Arthur Leonard was its first 
recipient.  Only several other members received 
this “distinction” before the award (but not the 
“s_ _ _”) faded into history.
 
 Joseph Michaels was elected commodore and 
served only during the year 1991.  Unfortunately, 
this author did not find any O&T records pertain-
ing to Commodore Michaels’ administration.  It is 
known, however, that he and his board had to deal 
with the aftermath of some major flooding in the 
Club caused by the “Perfect Storm” nor’easter of 
Halloween weekend, 1991.
 
 James Daly served as commodore for 1992 
and 1993.  During his first term, the board explored 
the possibility of installing a video security system 
in the lagoon and the notion of a Club swimming 
pool once again surfaced.  The Club purchased its 
first fax machine and the lagoon was dredged and 
the spoils placed on Youngs Island.  The Club was 
hit with still another major flood in the fall of 1992. 
Member Dolores Crane chaired the merchandise 
committee, a position she has held for over twen-
ty consecutive years.  It is believed that Dolores 
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was the first woman to become a regular member 
of SBYC. Today she maintains a flag membership.  
 
 During Commodore Daly’s second term, the 
board explored converting our heating system from 
oil to gas, the south bulkhead was refurbished and 
a cigarette vending machine was installed in the 
Club, something which would never likely happen 
today.  Finally, the “Fisherman of the Year” con-
test was started in 1993 by then Rear Commodore, 
Anthony Parlatore.
 
 At the election meeting of November 19, 
1993, George A. Denzer became SBYC’s thir-
ty-fifth commodore and served for one year during 
1994.  Although there are no O&T records of his 
administration, it is known that both dues and slip 
fee increases were approved that year by the mem-
bership.  Of note, is the fact that five of Commo-
dore Denzer’s board members went on to become 
SBYC commodores.  They were his Vice Commo-
dore, Anthony Parlatore; his Rear Commodore, 
William Kiriluk; his Treasurer, John White; his 
Trustee, Gregory Somma; and his Lagoon Chair, 
Craig Lyon.  Also of note is that Commodore 
George A. Denzer and his dad, Past Commodore 
George F. Denzer (1984), were the only son and 
father to hold the office of commodore in SBYC’s 
history. 
 
 The years 1995 and 1996 found Anthony Par-
latore serving as the Club’s commodore.  Smoke 
eaters were installed in the bar as recommended by 
the Long Range Planning Committee, which was 
chaired by Bill Hirschmann.  That committee also 
recommended the creation of a dedicated fund for 
the repair and replacement of our aging bulkheads.  
At the O&T meeting of April 20, 1995, the board 
approved a young boater’s course to be offered at 
the Club as well as the presentation to Marie Seus 
of a watch to commemorate her twenty year anni-
versary working for SBYC.  Commodore Parlatore 
re-introduced the Club’s newsletter much of which 

he singlehandedly wrote, had copied and mailed to 
the membership.
 
 While there are no known O&T records 
for the years 1996 and 1997, William Kiriluk was 
elected commodore in November of 1996 and 
served in that capacity during 1997.  Commodore 
Kiriluk has long served as a chair of the Stony 
Brook Harbor Task Force, which is devoted to the 
study and protection of our local waterways.
 
 John White served as commodore during 
1998 and 1999.  At the time, the Club was us-
ing the services of an outside caterer, Rana’s, and 
smoking was eliminated in the main dining room.  
Club membership numbered 233, although our 
limit was set at 300.  Member Bill Miller was the 
Fleet Captain and he arranged the popular trip 
to Mattituck, which members reached by either 
boat or car.  Ernest Rositzke was awarded honorary 
membership in July of 1998 and in September of 
that year, board Trustee Edward Gutleber report-
ed on the Club’s lease negotiations with the Town 
Board of Brookhaven.  He noted that the Town, 
as part of its lease requirements, wanted SBYC to 
establish a capital fund earmarked only for need-
ed capital improvements.  Knowing this, as well as 
the fact that  the lagoon needed major bulkhead 
repairs, Commodore White appointed Past Com-
modore David  Prager (1985-86) as chair of the 
Capital Improvement Fund.  At the stated meet-
ing of October 16, 1998, Commodore White and 
his board presented to the membership a detailed 
five year plan involving the creation of a Capital 
Improvement Fund to pay for needed repairs to 
the lagoon, bulkheads, clubhouse and docks.  The 
membership approved a $25 monthly assessment 
for this purpose as well as a $5 per foot increase 
in boat slip fees.  This author is certain that, like 
himself, many Club members believe the presenta-
tion of this plan was probably one of the best ever 
orchestrated in the history of our Club.  It could 
serve, even today, as a model for future long term 
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capital improvement planning.
 
 With the approaching millennium, the board 
approved at the O&T meeting of March 18, 1999, 
the $2,800 purchase of a new computer to insure 
“Y2K” capability and the general upgrading of the 
system.  At the O&T meeting of September 22, 
1999, it was reported that the bulkhead replace-
ment work was moving along and that another 205 
feet was to be completed on the southwest corner 
of the south bulkhead. 
 
 Mark Thomas was elected commodore in 
2000 making him SBYC’s first commodore in the 
New Millennium.  At the second stated meeting 
on April 14, 2000, the Club’s hired accountant 
recommended a dues increase in order to establish 
a cash reserve for the Club, noting that SBYC was 
the least expensive for its members of all the clubs 
that were his clients.  In response, Commodore 
Thomas, at the O&T meeting of May 18, 2000, 
made the following suggestions to his board:  raise 
the dues, increase the house credit to $360 a year 
and establish standard work hours for all Club em-
ployees.  At the third stated meeting on July 21, 
2000, the concept of probationary members pay-
ing for “hours” in lieu of “working” was introduced.  
Play equipment at the beach for the Club’s chil-
dren was approved at a cost not to exceed $4,500.
 
 Craig Lyon served as the fortieth commodore 
of SBYC for the years 2001 and 2002.  At the O&T 
meeting of January 18, 2001, the board approved 
the creation of the Ethics and Conduct Review 
Committee (ECRC).  It was felt that ECRC mem-
bers should remain intact even as O&T boards 
changed from year to year and that has largely been 
the case since its inception, chaired ever since by  
William Baffa.  Yours truly brought back the Club 
newsletter after a five year absence and named it 
“The Channel.”  An outside caterer, “Michael 
G’s,” was being used by the Club and by April of 
2001, SBYC and the Town Board of Brookhaven 

had finalized a new lease, which would run to the 
year 2020.  The membership was introduced to the 
Club’s new website at the second stated meeting 
on April 20, 2001.  At its June 21, 2001 O&T 
meeting, in reaction to the Club’s growing num-
bers of probationary members, the board approved 
the use of the courtesy dock for bouncers, at the 
discretion of the lagoon chairman.  This practice 
did not last too long because the vast majority of 
members felt that an occupied courtesy dock could 
jeopardize the safety of disabled vessels and their 
crews.
 
 At its July 19, 2001 O&T meeting, the board 
proposed a bulkhead replacement program that 
would involve completing the entire lagoon with-
in a shorter time frame rather than “piece meal-
ing” the work over many years.  It was estimated 
that the shorter time period would save the Club 
35% of the total costs spread over a longer period 
of time.  At its September 20, 2001 O&T meeting, 
the board proposed a $15 a month increase in the 
bulkhead account (Capital Improvement Fund) 
bringing it to $40 a month.  In response to the ter-
ror attacks of September 11th,  the board agreed 
to work in conjunction with the Heritage Fund, 
which was raising monies to help the victims and 
their families.
 
 At a special meeting on December 6, 2001, 
the membership approved the $15 increase in 
the bulkhead account.  The west and the over 40 
replacement bulkheads would be completed by 
March, 2002 at a savings of $30,000.  At the first 
stated meeting on January 18, 2002, a constitu-
tional amendment was approved which allowed a 
regular member to sponsor three SBYC applicants 
each year, while a probationary member could 
sponsor one each year.  The Club now had a “fa-
cility manager” who was responsible for our food 
and drink services as well as catering.  Recent Club 
survey results indicated that a majority of members 
favored additional hours for work parties after the 
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probationary year and an hourly dollar amount paid 
for those not complying or wishing to opt out of 
working (i.e., either work or pay).  It would take four 
and a half more years before this change occurred.  
At the remaining third and fourth stated meetings 
of 2002, the membership was informed that the 
final portion of the bulkhead replacement project 
would begin in December of 2003 and be completed 
by March 31, 2004.  The Club transitioned from 
oil to gas heat and our constitution was amended 
to formally include the Ethics and Conduct Review 
Committee, which was a significant change from 
its former “ad hoc” status.  The membership voted 
to continue through 2003 the additional $15 per 
month bulkhead assessment.  The number of regu-
lar members was now at 275.  In December of 2002, 
the men’s room was completely renovated and the 
unisex/handicap accessible restroom was added as 
well.  The women’s room would be completely ren-
ovated by April of 2003.
 
 Gregory Somma was elected commodore on 
November 15, 2002 and served in that capaci-
ty for the years 2003 and 2004.  At the January 
17, 2003 O&T meeting, Commodore Somma 
and his board continued to formulate plans for 
the bulkhead replacement project.  The pro-
cesses of securing bank financing and permits, as 
well as evaluating various projects bids were not 
completed until the fall of 2003, at which time 
a bank loan for $685,000 was obtained and the 
remainder of the job was awarded to the contrac-
tor, Conway.  At the second stated meeting on 
April 25, 2003, the board informed the member-
ship that as  of July 23, 2003, smoking would no 
longer be allowed in the Club in compliance with 
“The Clean Indoor Air Act of 2003.”  Member 
Charlie Wagner “retired” as chair of the Snapper 
Derby, a  position he had held for many years.  At 
that same meeting, member Frank Newsham, age 
93, was recognized with a round of applause as the 
oldest (age wise) member in the Club.  As the ap-
plause ended, someone remarked, in jest,  “... and 

he still hasn’t got a slip!!!”
 
 The membership, at the third stated meet-
ing on July 18, 2003, approved a dues increase of 
$200 beginning in the year 2003 with a 3% annual 
increase on the total dues (viz., $695, at the time) 
starting in 2005.  Commodore Somma presented 
the rationale for a total kitchen renovation at the 
fourth stated meeting on October 17, 2003.  He 
informed the membership that the Suffolk County 
Health Department insisted that SBYC upgrade its 
kitchen in accordance with county codes.  Trust-
ee Chris Magidson made the motion to re-name 
the Snapper Derby.  The membership unanimous-
ly agreed that the new name would be “The Alice 
Wagner Annual Snapper Derby” in honor of mem-
ber Charlie Wagner’s deceased wife, Alice, who 
loved the event and worked hard every year to make 
it a great success for SBYC’s children and their fam-
ilies.  At the annual election meeting of November 
21, 2003, this author was elected as a board trustee 
beginning in January of 2004 and would serve as a 
board member for seven consecutive years through 
2010.  Commodore Somma was re-elected for his 
second term and, at the O&T meeting of January 
13, 2004, he announced that the Club had secured 
a bank loan of $150,000 to renovate the kitchen.   
A moment of silence was held for deceased Past 
Commodore George A. Denzer.  
 
 At the second stated meeting on April 30, 
2004, Past Commodore George W. Mills was over-
whelmingly voted honorary membership, which 
is a rare distinction bestowed by the Club and 
its members and, as such, it is quite valued by all 
– the conferrers and the recipients alike.  It was 
also noted at this meeting that the bulkhead re-
placement project would be completely finished by 
mid-May and that the kitchen renovations were 
already done.  Commodore Somma told the mem-
bership that a $200,000 kitchen renovation actu-
ally cost the Club $115,000 because members had 
freely contributed their own labor to complete the 
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project …. a good example of what it means to be 
a member maintained Club.  SBYC now had 294 
regular members.  Finally, it was announced at the 
fourth stated meeting on October 15, 2004 that 
the Club would participate in the Annual Candle-
light House Tour sponsored by the Three Village 
Historical Society, acting as a refreshment and rest 
area for all those on the tour.  This meeting also 
produced several constitutional amendments such 
as raising from $2,000 to $5,000 the amount the 
board could spend for any one project in the na-
ture of an improvement, without the approval of 
the membership.  In addition, the role of a board 
trustee was specifically defined and a minimum age 
of 21 was set for candidates seeking membership in 
the Club.
 
 November 19, 2004 marked the date of 
the annual election meeting which resulted in 
William R. Theobalt being elected commodore.  
He would serve during the years of 2005 and 2006.  
By the spring of 2005, both the courtesy dock and 
the east docks were completely replaced and the 
“grounds beautification” project was initiated by 
chair Liz Broderick, along with her right hand pal 
and dear friend of the Club, Marilyn Gilone.  The 
Club had reached 300 regular members by the July 
21, 2005 O&T meeting.  At the stated meeting of 
October 21, 2005, the membership approved a $3 
a foot slip fee increase but defeated the motion to 
increase slip fees by $1 a foot each year thereafter.
Also defeated was a motion to increase the lagoon 
capital assessment from $40 to $60 a month.  At 
the O&T meeting of January 19, 2006, the board 
reviewed a detailed draft of the Club manager job 
description.  The role of duty officer had been in 
place for a while, initially chaired by Past Commo-
dore Seb Sino and then Past Commodore George 
Mills, and was subsequently filled by member Bill 
Wolf.  Eventually, the chair would go to mem-
ber Doug Galbraith and, like his predecessor, he 
continues to perform masterfully at what is a very 
difficult and time consuming job.  It was reported 

at the third stated meeting on July 21, 2006 that 
the SBYC golf outing had raised $5,000 for the 
“Ride for Life ALS” program.  That was a fine ex-
ample of how the Club has given back to the com-
munity over the years.  At the last stated meeting 
of 2006, the membership approved two constitu-
tional changes.  The first increased the limit of 
regular members from 300 to 325, while the sec-
ond resulted in the addition of work hours for 
four more years after the initial mandatory twenty 
work hours during the probationary year.  Albert 
Van Horn was elected commodore at the Novem-
ber 17, 2006 annual election meeting and served 
SBYC for the years 2007 and 2008.  At the O&T 
meeting of December 21, 2006, the fleet surgeon 
reported that a defibrillator had been installed at 
the Club and that lessons would be provided in 
its use.  Bartender Nick Bosco had been with the 
Club for a number of years by now and, like sev-
eral other SBYC mixologists of bygone years, he 
remains quite popular with the membership.
 
 Commodore Van Horn and his board, early 
in 2007, were faced with the task of bringing our 
fuel tanks and fuel dispensers up to Suffolk Coun-
ty Department of Health specifications.  The costs 
for this project would be estimated at $111,000 
and the membership would approve an assessment 
of $250 toward its payment.  Postponements, de-
lays and difficulties with the permit process pro-
longed the time line of this project so that it was 
finally completed by the fall of 2008.  In June of 
2007, the SBYC golf outing donated $4,200 to the 
Cody Center for Autism at Stony Brook Universi-
ty.  At the July 19, 2007 O&T meeting, the board 
approved the guidelines proposed by Trustee Don 
Sundberg regarding slip fee adjustment refunds af-
ter a member has paid for their slip.  Reciprocity 
letters were sent to dozens of  other yacht clubs.  
The board reported at its December 20, 2007 
O&T meeting that the east docks would receive 
all new pilings by April of 2008 and that our com-
puter program was being updated.  The board al-
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lowed minutes of its meetings to be e-mailed to all 
board members, something no board secretary had 
ever done before.  Prior to boat registration in 2008, 
the slip rental contracts were amended to reflect an 
increase to $500,000 in the required vessel liability 
coverage, as well as an “additionally insured” clause 
on all boat policies to further protect SBYC inter-
ests.  Still more charitable donations were made 
through SBYC’s golf outing in June of 2008.  This 
time “Friends of Karen” was the recipient of nearly 
$5,000.  Issues of smoking outside of the Club were 
addressed by the board and today there is a sepa-
rate smoking gazebo on the porch closest to the 
boat ramp.  The Club reached a high of 314 regular 
members by October of 2008.  At the O&T meeting 
of December 18, 2008, the Membership Committee 
chair, Anthony Baffa, at the suggestion of members 
Ed McAvoy and Edmund Handley, requested that 
the board consider a  new category of membership 
called “social member.”  He added that it would be 
open to persons 65 years of age or older and they 
would not be able to hold office, vote or be eligible 
for a boat slip.
 
 Thomas J. Fratello was voted commodore at 
the November 21, 2008 annual election meeting 
and he would hold that office for the years 2009 
and 2010.  Commodore Fratello’s father, Barney F. 
Fratello, was once an SBYC member, who joined 
on October 14, 1966.  Treasurer Donald R. Estes 
addressed the board at its January 12, 2009 O&T 
meeting and noted that our country was experi-
encing a “difficult economy and that it is likely 
to effect our Club too.”  That was, in the opinion 
of this author, a rare stated connection between 
SBYC and national and/or world events.  This 
author only recalls the prior events of “9/ll” and 
WWII as being referenced in our Club’s minutes.  
Our regular membership was now at 300, a decline 
of fourteen members in three months … a har-
binger of things to come.  Two special meetings 
of the membership were held between February 
and March of 2009.  At the first, on February 6, a 

new schedule of lagoon electricity usage fees was 
drafted by Rear Commodore Graham Scaife and 
approved by the membership.  The second meet-
ing on March 27 demonstrated once again the 
overwhelming support of the membership as they 
approved two motions, each for assessments to re-
duce the balance of the Club’s line of credit and to 
pay down accounts payable, respectively.
 
 On April 22, 2009, a world renowned paleo-
anthropologist and conservationist, Dr. Richard  
Leaky, lectured at SBYC on the topic of climate 
change.  This fascinating experience, and subse-
quent visits, were arranged by his close friend and 
Club member, Lawrence Martin, Graduate Dean 
at Stony Brook University.  At the stated meeting 
of July 17, 2009, approval was given by the mem-
bership for the Club to purchase a Point of Service 
(POS) system, which SBYC would completely 
own by July, 2013.  During the months of August 
and September of 2009, the board discussed the 
pros and cons of hiring a Club manager in addi-
tion to our chef.  While tradition held that the 
Club was run by a house chair and his committee, 
waning volunteerism in more recent times gave 
reason to look at the alternative of a separate man-
ger.  At the fourth stated meeting of October 16, 
2009, the membership once again came through 
for the board and the Club by approving a second 
assessment of $300 in order to close out the ac-
counts payable for 2009.  On November 9, 2009, 
the board held a special meeting to institute a six 
month trial guest card program in the hope of its 
attracting more members to the Club.  Major cost 
saving measures were accomplished through the 
dissemination of Club flyers and monthly bills via 
e-mail.  Thousands of dollars in paper and post-
age costs have been eliminated each year because 
of this transition.  As 2009 ended and 2010 be-
gan, the possibility of a social membership was 
once again being explored.  Commodore Fratello 
entrusted to Trustee Ralph Coppola the task of 
creating guidelines that would help to define this 
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potentially new type of membership.  
 
 The board hired a separate catering manager 
in February of 2010 in an attempt to grow that part 
of the Club’s income.  At the second stated meet-
ing on April 16, 2010, the house credit was in-
creased to $90 every three months … use it or lose 
it.  A membership motion to eliminate life mem-
bership for past commodores once they have been 
Club members for twenty years and served two one 
year terms as commodore was significantly defeat-
ed, viz., 92 nay’s and 3 yea’s.  The POS system was 
in place and our regular membership numbered 
273, twenty-seven less than in January of 2009.  
Although such a decline was not unprecedented in 
the history of the Club, it illustrated just how hard 
current economic times had become for many in-
dividuals.  On June 17, 2010, office manager Marie 
Seus celebrated her 35th anniversary with SBYC.  
Members rallied to give her a handsome financial 
gift and the board saluted her with a luncheon.  It 
was on August 30, 2010, that the board held a spe-
cial O&T meeting to formalize the hiring of our 
current chef, Frank Capolino.  Although he was 
originally hired as a  Club manager, Frank eventu-
ally became the Club’s chef/manager and his wife, 
Lori, became our restaurant manager.  Their skills, 
easy going style and friendly demeanor have made 
them popular additions to the Club’s staff.  At the 
fourth stated meeting on October 15, 2010, the 
membership passed a member generated motion re-
quiring secret ballots for any future votes in which 
expenditures of Club funds is the subject.  While 
a motion to increase the annual dues by $250 was 
defeated, the membership did pass the motion for 
an assessment of $250 to be collected in Decem-
ber, 2010.  Still another motion was passed at this 
meeting which granted senior members the right 
to hold office.  Dredging had begun in Porpoise 
Channel and would start in Stony Brook Channel 
by November.  The years 2009 and 2010 were two 
of the most financially stressful years in the histo-
ry of our nation and the impact upon SBYC was 

felt significantly.  Nonetheless, the Club was able 
to navigate through it all because of the consis-
tent support of the membership, the conscientious 
work of the board and the exceptional leadership 
of Commodore Thomas J. Fratello.
 
 Donald R. Estes was elected as our forty-fifth 
commodore on November 19, 2010 and would 
serve as such during the years of 2011 and 2012.  
At the first stated meeting on January 21, 2011, 
the membership approved a constitutional change 
making social membership a new way to join the 
Club.  Annual dues for social members were ini-
tially set at $500, along with the monthly obliga-
tion to spend at least $100 at the Club.  Slip fee 
increases were also approved.  By year’s end, fifty 
individuals had become social members of SBYC.  
Early in the spring of 2011, the board began to ex-
plore the development of a web-based system for 
managing vessels in the lagoon.  Commodore Es-
tes and his board would have to face the ravages 
of two hurricanes during his terms in office.  Hur-
ricane Irene hit Long Island on August 28, 2011 
leaving the Club under several feet of water and 
with extensive damage.  Committees were formed 
to evaluate those damages and to plan all of the 
needed repairs.  As a result, structural repairs were 
made to our dining room floor and walls and, in 
general, major renovations took place throughout 
the Club.  Our fuel storage and pumping systems 
also fell victim to the storm and much work went 
into correcting those problems.  Familiar themes 
from the past surfaced once again regarding the 
outsourcing of the Club’s catering and the installa-
tion of a pool adjacent to the beach.
 
 At the O&T meeting of January 9, 2012, ini-
tial plans were made for SBYC’s 100th anniversary 
and the board formed the Centennial Planning 
Committee appointing the chair, Past Commodore 
Gregory Somma (2003-04), who announced 
members Past Commodore George Mills, Bobby 
Palmer, John Yantz and Larry Gulino as part of his 
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committee.  In addition to assisting and critiquing 
one another whenever necessary, each committee 
member had his own distinct role:  Chair Somma 
kept us focused  with his detailed notes and lists of 
“things to do,” PC Mills was always there acting 
as a sounding board for each of us, ever ready to 
offer thoughtful ideas and encouragement, Club 
Historian, John Yantz, procured countless pictures 
spanning the many years of SBYC’s existence and 
masterfully organized them into a visual treasure 
that’s certain to become a special keepsake for us, 
Bobby Palmer supported the rest of us in anyway 
he could and provided helpful suggestions along 
with much needed comic relief, and, yours tru-
ly, Larry Gulino, volunteered to write this 100th 
anniversary history of SBYC.  Eventually, the 
committee enlisted the help of Rear Commodore 
John Mecionis, Vice Commodore Denis Lynch 
and House Chair Dennis Daly.  John Mecionis de-
signed the special centennial logo, which adorns 
Club items from banners to clothing, to steins 
and mugs, as well as our letterheads and flyers.  
It was announced at the O&T meeting of March 
12, 2012 that a mariculture project was underway 
at the Club and its committee members consisted 
of Robert Gaffney, Chris Magidson, Tom Vohrer, 
Natasha Commander and Ed Zero.  After secur-
ing the necessary permits, the goal of the proj-
ect was to raise and seed 20,000 clams through-
out local waters during 2012.  The goal for 2013 
was set at 100,000 clams.  This magnificent effort 
was supported by the Avalon Park and Preserve’s 
S.T.A.T.E. Program (Students Taking Action for 
Tomorrow’s Environment).  This is yet another 
fine example of SBYC making a significant con-
tribution to the Stony Brook Community.
 
 By the summer of 2012, after exhaustive 
deliberations, a member survey and on-site vis-
its, the Centennial Committee had unanimously 
selected Villa Lombardi’s in Holbrook as the fa-
cility to house SBYC’s Centennial Gala Ball on 

October 26, 2013, since upwards of three hun-
dred guests were projected to attend this once 
in a lifetime celebration.  The board noted at 
its August 13, 2012 O&T meeting that a full-
time bookkeeper, Doug Ward, had been hired to 
work the business office along with Marie Seus.  
The bulkhead loan was now paid off much to the 
credit of all of the regular members.  At its O&T 
meeting of October 15, 2012, the board stated 
that in the spring of 2013, the Club would host a 
safe boating course which would satisfy the new-
ly enacted Suffolk County law requiring all res-
idents operating pleasure water crafts to have a 
safe boating course completion certificate aboard 
their crafts starting October 1, 2013.  Fourteen 
months after Hurricane Irene, the Club would 
be ravaged by Hurricane Sandy on October 29, 
2012.  The Club was once again flooded causing 
damage to much of the recent renovations, as 
well as the kitchen freezer and refrigerator.  Ex-
tensive damage was done to B dock and many of 
the Club’s plantings were totally destroyed.  Ef-
forts to evaluate the extent of SBYC’s damages 
continued well into 2013.  By now, this unwant-
ed theme was becoming all too familiar.  It was 
cited at the board’s O&T meeting of December 
17, 2012 that the Club’s catering program had 
a significant renewal and was doing very well, 
thanks to the efforts of its chair, John Yantz.  The 
Club now had 245 regular members and 94 so-
cial members with another 10 on a waiting list.  
Trustee Don Sundberg retired from the board 
after ending his second three year term.  In his 
usual well thought out manner, he offered thanks 
and many helpful suggestions in a written report 
to the upcoming 2013 board.  To this day, Don 
continues his service to SBYC, most recently on 
the Capital Compliance Committee along with 
Bobby Palmer, Rich Renda, Jim McDonald and 
Past Commodore Gregory Somma.

 Edward F. Haran was elected commodore of 
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SBYC at the annual election meeting of Novem-
ber 20, 2012 and is currently serving his first term 
during the Club’s centennial year.  Also elected to 
board positions were three new probationary mem-
bers including Rear Commodore John Mecionis 
who joined the Club on March 6, 2012, Treasurer 
Scott Heaney who joined on May 12, 2012 and 
Secretary Geri Sullivan-Keck who joined on Jan-
uary 13, 2012.  Special thanks to these three new 
members in filling such important board positions.  
Congratulations to Secretary Geri Sullivan-Keck 
for being the first woman in the history of SBYC 
elected to serve on the board.  The best of luck to 
Commodore Haran as he and his board continue 
the work of the previous administration in address-
ing the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.  The Club 
celebrated the official start of its centennial year 

at its Opening Day Ceremonies on Sunday, May 
26, 2013.
 
 The final twenty-five years of SBYC’s one 
hundredth year history saw fifteen commodores 
at the helm of the Club, each in his own time 
and each in his own manner.  A total of forty-six 
commodores have spanned the Club’s first centu-
ry, flanked by flotillas of members assisting them 
as every waypoint of this incredible cruise to 
“Centennial Harbor” was passed.
 
 God bless America and God bless the 
Stony Brook Yacht Club and all its past, 
present and future members and their 
families.                                                                                                                                                      
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Past Commodores’ Contributions

This author had invited all of the Club’s living past commodores and the current flag member spouses of 
our deceased past commodores to contribute to this history in written form. Over seventy percent did so 
and their cumulative thoughts, memories and sentiments truly enhance the Stony Brook Yacht Club’s 
already rich history.  Beginning with Past Commodore Walter C. Hazlitt (1955-57) and ending with 

Past Commodore Donald R. Estes (2011-12), these essays, both long and short, are presented 
in chronological order, according to the years in which each commodore served the Club.

Walter C. Hazlitt (1955-57)
                                                    
The following are Past Commodore Walter Hazlitt’s reflections of SBYC as told to and written by yours 
truly, Larry Gulino, the author of this history.
 P.C. Hazlitt joined SBYC on August 11, 1947, almost ten years to the day after his father, Dr. A.V. 

Hazlitt, had become a member.  Walter humorously recalls paying his first year’s dues out of a “52/20” unemployment 
check!  Clem Gaffney, a Club board trustee, was looking for “young blood” to infuse into SBYC’s politics so he con-
vinced Walter to run for office.  He did so and Walter was elected rear commodore in 1952.  He held that office for 
two years and went on to serve as vice commodore for one year. Walter was elected commodore in 1955, served until 
August of 1957 and continued on as an elected board trustee for several more years.  Amazingly, Walter is the only past 
commodore to have ever known all of our other forty-four past commodores beginning with Bernard F. Shea (1913-28), 
SBYC’s first commodore.  He also knows well the long standing affiliation between SBYC and the Stony Brook Fire 
Department.  Several of Walter’s fellow SBYC members and past commodores also belonged to the fire department and 
that includes P.C. Hazlitt himself who is, in fact, an ex fire chief.
 Club politics throughout our history “has not changed one iota,” according to P.C. Hazlitt.  He recalls that po-
litical issues in his day were reviewed and discussed on the benches outside of the Koot House and that the exact same 
issues addressed many decades ago are still being mulled over to this very day!  There are, he says, no differences what-
soever between the Club politics of yester year and today.
 Walter noted that every SBYC commodore had  a special project and his was the initial construction of our 
beach house.  It seemed to him that there were two “classes” of members in the Club during his era:  the boaters and 
the non-boater regular members.  The boaters seldomly participated in Club activities.  A lot of pre-1960 members 
were non-residents who came from Nassau County, Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx and even New Jersey.  Financial times 
were difficult for SBYC before and after WWII so that additional funds were raised by selling our members ticket books 
which entitled them to participate in the Club’s weekend entertainment.  Amateur nights were very popular as well as 
the men’s and women’s separate stag parties.
 Walter credited “member participation” as keeping the Club afloat during his early years and the critical core, in 
his eyes, consisted of members such as Dr. F. Duane Squire, the Wider Brothers (George and William), George Fuchs, 
Duane “Ducky” Cole, Frank A. Schaffer and Alfred F. Devereaux.  As an example, he remembered that after Hurri-
cane Hazel knocked out electricity to Long Island in October of 1954, Ducky Cole brought his portable generator to 
the Club to provide power so that the Saturday night entertainment could go on  as usual.  He also recalled how a 
former House Chair, Frank Sullivan, “would throw twenty bucks into the house till” to keep the Club running during 
its financially hard times in the 1940’s.  It was “a miracle” to Walter that the Club survived during the rough years 
of the 1930’s and 40’s.  During those times, money was raised for the Club by Past Commodores Squire and Schaffer 
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who used their speed boats to take riders to the black can and back for twenty-five cents each.  Walter gives much of 
the credit for the Club’s survival to P.C. George Fuchs (1950-53).  He also spoke very kindly of our first commodore’s 
son, A. Bernard Shea, who himself served as our vice commodore in 1940 and later became a twenty year member 
of the board of trustees of Suffolk County Community College and even had one of their buildings named after him.  
He was “a delightful man” who was a true gentleman and obviously quite admired by P.C. Hazlitt.
 Walter cited that he has watched SBYC’s clubhouse and lagoon expand in size and quality to the point that he 
notes it is a “first class facility” and “an institution” within our community.  He has accumulated many family mem-
ories at SBYC where he met his wife, raised his children and now sees his grandchildren positively influenced by the 
power of the Club and boating.  His daughter, Elizabeth Emerson, is an SBYC member and a sitting Suffolk County 
Supreme Court judge.  A surprise 75th birthday party was given for Walter at the Club by his family.  In his usual 
inimitable, humorous fashion, he noted that there was nothing surprising about the party except for the fact that a 
week later he received a bill for $4,500 from the Club!
 When asked what the middle initial “C” in his name stood for, Walter whimsically replied “cheap.”  Many of 
us know that he is hardly cheap when it comes to sharing with us his memories, pride and love for SBYC.   The Club, 
he notes, is “an integral part of my life.”  There is no doubt that Walter C. Hazlitt’s life has been an integral part of 
the Stony Brook Yacht Club’s history.

Albert Brayson (1972-73)
 
Past Commodore Brayson’s wife, Ann, is now a flag member of SBYC.  She shared the following memories 
of the Club.
 What I remember about the Stony Brook Yacht Club is all the fun we had at the dances that did not 

end until two or three in the morning.  Afterward, we would go to the diner for breakfast.  In the 1970’s, the dance floor 
would move when it was full of people dancing.  It made you wonder if it was going to collapse!  I remember the sing-a-
longs with Bert Sino and Kay McKenna.  Bert would get out the gut bucket and we would sing all of the old songs.  Alex 
Dilly worked as a bartender for over twenty years and little Georgie Denzer also tended bar at the Club.  Al and I always 
enjoyed the Sunday night suppers, sleeping on the boat and the company of Father John McGuire.  Al was always at the 
Club when he was commodore so I knew where to find him when he was not at work or around the house.

Dr. Robert J. Boswell (1982-83)
 
My first year as commodore was devoted to the refurbishing of the interior of the Club.  With the 
aid of members such as Ed McAvoy, Joe LaRusso, Joe Romano, Joe Brunner, Jr. and many others, 
we restored the interior of the dining room and dance floor area.  It became a place for the families 

of the Club to enjoy.
 We also initiated stricter business controls with the addition of special registers at the bar.  With the aid of Joe 
Orloff, we were able to bring better business practices to the Club. 
 I look back fondly of the Saturday night dinner dances.  Good Company was our favorite band.
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George W. Mills (1989-90) 
 
Hello, by way of introduction, my name is George Mills, one of the surviving 18 former commodores who 
were invited to share commentary of their experiences during their years of service.  This is not a memoir, 
it’s my personal acknowledgment of our celebration of one hundred year’s anniversary and an attempt to 
learn what was accomplished in the past can serve SBYC in the future.  I do so as both a witness and a 

participant for close to forty years of membership and service, well beyond the 2 years as commodore.  Though these 
observations may not be particularly profound, I offer them as related to our Club’s development and success and suggest 
they may be applicable in determining how we proceed.  They have deepened my appreciation for, and connectedness 
to SBYC.
 As for our beginning, certainly the three men who led in founding SBYC and, with others, pioneered our early 
years, they all set the standard of governance, year by year, person by person!  It was their passion, focus, leadership and 
integrity that were the cornerstones of governance upon which SBYC was built.  These early pioneers, while we can’t 
be them, we can try to be like them!  Of note, these three men as commodores led for a combined total of 26 years, Dr. 
Shea, alone, 15 years, Captain Wells, 5 years and Dr. Squire, 6 years.  That brought the Club through to 1939, according 
to our records.  Thereafter, in 1953, the terms of office became the usual two years, which most of the other succeeding  
42 commodores served, up to and including 2013 (note - a few were in office for one year).
 In retrospect, when I ask myself, had I done the best I could?  In comparison to those 3 men, my efforts to do 
so paled in comparison.  How would you have responded?  This leads to one of the factors that my wife, Arline, and 

George F. Denzer (1984) 
 
George and I joined the Stony Brook Yacht Club in 1977.  He was a house chairman, 
treasurer and in 1984, he became commodore.  George was an avid fisherman and sportsman.  Fifty years 
ago, he started the Imperial Sportsmen’s Club in New York City and it is still in existence today.  We 

enjoyed many functions at the Club and the boat trips out east and across the sound.  I have stayed a flag member 
because of the many friends I have made and continue to make.  Being a member still brings me great joy.  
Happy 100th Anniversary!  Ann Denzer

(Dr. Robert J. Boswell, continued from previous page)

The many SBYC fleet excursions to such places as Nantucket, Newport, Mystic, Cedar Island, Block Island, Martha’s 
Vineyard and Sag Harbor, I will always cherish.
 My lagoon chairmen, Dick Lutjen and Dave Prager did such an amazing job that I felt very blessed.  We 
initiated the annual bluefish tournament which continues to this day and still brings forth tremendous joy to all 
our fishing fraternity.
 Items that still endure, such as the Snapper Derby started by Charlie Wagner and the Santa Claus visits at 
Christmas (Ernie Rositzke) always bring great joy to the children and parents of SBYC.
 Finally, I remember the office manager, Marie, to whom we owe a debt of gratitude.
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I feel is significant about SBYC, the sense of connectedness that comes from being a member. How that develops in 
any organization depends on the amount of time one participates, as well as one’s personality and sincere, welcoming 
attitude.  Those, we both believe, lead to creating opportunities to bond with whom you socialize or work.  She feels 
connected.  Me?  I’m addicted!
 A fact common to all who have served or serve on committees, chair them or are officers or trustees, these 
“chiefs” and those members who also serve, theirs is an active role that must be replicated if SBYC is to continue 
to be successful.  The Club has survived because of, and in direct proportion to, the stewardship and direct personal 
contact these persons contribute.  Some of us still find opportunities to serve, believing that SBYC stands for Serve 
Because You Care!  At 83, age and physical ability may limit those chances, but remember the old adage, “where 
there’s a will, there’s a way!”  Doing so, i.e., volunteering, helps the bottom line, that’s what volunteerism adds to that 
sense of connectedness referred to earlier.
 Revisiting those initial years, another impressive accomplishment, equal to their “putting us on the map,” that 
has endured, is the crafting of SBYC’s Constitution.  It has served as a blueprint of good governance, providing us the 
structure which ensured our survival and success.  It guided our growth as a social organization of whom we and the 
community at large can be proud!  It’s unique in that it has remained basic to the purpose for which it was created, 
yet has been amended to, adapted to , a changing environment.  Seeing that it’s followed is everyone’s obligation!
 Some observations on the qualities of leadership established early on, that remain true today, and have been 
constant through the years:  responsibility trumps personality, eschews entitlements and, similar to integrity, forfeits 
personal gain.  These are examples of important qualities the membership should value and expect, not just in those 
seeking any level of active participation, but also in each other – in my opinion.  They allow for leadership by ex-
ample!  Getting back to the definition of involvement, beyond the passive payment of dues and fees, which, while 
important, is only a partial response to doing as best each of us can do to make SBYC better and serves to enhance 
the “espirit de corps.”  
 Having commented on what got us through the first 100 years, let’s consider what we’ve learned.  What will 
prepare us for the uncertainties the future holds?  Let’s look forward to determine, if that’s possible, what’s required.  
The answers lie within ourselves.  
 Will we be able to maintain the level of volunteerism, or, asked another way, will you be a passive witness or 
an active participant?  How is it possible for members whose family obligations compete for opportunities to serve 
SBYC?  How does that impact on the level of stewardship of which we are righteously proud?  With a physical struc-
ture as old as it is, that has survived all these years, clubhouse and docks, and pilings that are in need of attention, 
i.e., replacement, where will funding come from to sustain SBYC?  Keep in mind we have yet to replace the loss of 
income from the departure of 70 regular members.  Income from social membership and interestingly, the hurricanes, 
have been a factor, both providing significant financial support in lieu of assessments.
 Another factor, uncommon to our history, is the decline in filling voting positions and standing committees 
as required constitutionally.  Of interest and concern is that three of our voting board officers have just completed 
their probationary first year status.  Being elected to voting board member status, though not a first, is rare, especially 
three in one year!  Notably, and more dramatically, is the election of our first woman officer!  To their credit, all three 
stepped up their involvement to answer how they could attempt to make SBYC better!  What kind of commitment 
are you ready to make?  Considering the successes and accomplishments each of these officers have achieved on a 
personal level, the Club is fortunate they did make this commitment to serve!  We look to all of them for prudence 
and good governance as they and the rest of the board govern on our behalf, and, while doing so, earn and deserve 
our support.
 Baseball’s Babe Ruth observed, and I quote, “The way a team plays as a whole determines its success.  You may 

(George W. Mills, continued from previous page)
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George A. Denzer (1994)
 
George was a teen when he started pumping gas on the Yacht Club dock.  He later became a bartender, 
then a member and ultimately commodore.
 George was always the first “on board” to lend a hand rebuilding the docks, renovating the Club’s 
interior, repairing boat engines or manning the grill at members’ barbecues.  He was a much loved Club 
member for many years.  George was always there to help those in need, even raising four stepchildren 

when in his twenties.
 We miss his wit and humor, but appreciate the time we had with him.  He realized one of his biggest dreams by 
building his beautiful waterfront home, which was designed by his best friend, Gary.   Every morning he would enjoy 
his coffee with a bird’s-eye view of his beloved yacht club.           
Happy 100th Anniversary!  Mom, Ann & sister, Carol

(George W. Mills, continued from previous page)

have the greatest bunch of individual stars in the world, but if they don’t play together, the club won’t be worth a 
dime.”  That could also apply to comparing the Club board as a team, yes?  This is also a wake up call for the need to 
recruit and mentor members to become more actively involved!  I know that talent is out there!
 As for us, Arline and I have had a particularly satisfying and marvelously layered relationship at SBYC and look 
forward to continuing to do so, with old friends and new acquaintances.
 In closing, once again, I offer my appreciation and thanks for the support received throughout my varied as-
signments and positions as I attempted to answer how could SBYC become better.
 Its been a rare privilege to have been both a witness and active participant and, most importantly perhaps, in 
being here to enjoy our Centennial Celebration.  
 In summary, embrace our past, live for the present and plan for the future!
 Stay safe ------ and connected! ...George W.  Mills

Anthony Parlatore (1995-96)
 
SBYC is one of the cornerstone institutions of our family.  Sue and I have been members for about thir-
ty-five years and our three daughters have grown up knowing the Club and spending countless hours 
enjoying all it has to offer.  The Club, in the late 70’s and early 80’s, had as its core young families seeking 
friendships that would endure and a wholesome environment in which to introduce our children to some 

of the better things life has to offer as a reward for hard work.  Sunday suppers, grill nights, swimming lessons, swim-
ming contests, dinner dances, pot luck suppers, new member cocktail parties, Opening Day, New Year’s Day eggnog 
– all of these activities, and countless others, became as much a part of the fabric of our family as birthdays and other 
holidays.
 We still laugh at the memories we made as new boaters learning the basic skills of getting the boat in and out 
of the slip which required the kids all having to be human fenders.   Once underway, we enjoyed all the wonders our 
local waters had to offer and developed our fishing skills, which are now being handed down to the next generation.
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William Kiriluk (1997)
 
As a past commodore who has enjoyed over thirty years as a member, I reflect back on a myriad of Club stories 
that can be shared.  A simple but humorous event worthy of revisiting deals with Club operations.
 Over the decades, SBYC boards have expressed various views regarding Club operations.  One year, a 
relatively new board was elected and determined to aggressively implement new procedures without consider-

ing accepted past practices.  This board’s determination for change was probably best demonstrated by its newly appointed 
house chair.  He decided to make an impression by “upgrading” the bar room.  He took it upon himself to paint the narrow 
strip of wall above the shelf area a color other than the traditional red, white or blue colors of our Club burgee.  To make 
a point and express disagreement with the board’s direction, several Club members took this as an opportunity to demon-
strate that some changes will not be accepted without membership input.  Mysteriously, one morning a few days later, this 
strip was discovered to be painted red during the previous evening.  The house chair repainted over the red to his original 
color.  Needless to say, one morning a few days later the strip was painted blue.  The determined house chair again restored 
this strip to his color.  Once again, early morning, the strip was found to be painted white.  Effectively, the point was made 
that some traditions should remain as is.  To this day, the color remains white and proudly displays numerous Club burgees.
 The above referenced board ultimately recognized that some traditions should remain and a more balanced 
approach would be needed to successfully operate our Club.

 Though times have changed, the basic meaning and atmosphere of the Yacht Club have endured.  It is still for 
us “home”... a place to relax with a glass of wine, sitting out back watching the sun set, a place to enjoy the company 
of old and new friends, a place to spend a leisurely Saturday morning solving the world’s problems over a cup of coffee 
and a bagel.  We are extremely fortunate to have had a wonderful facility as a part of our lives. 

John R. White (1998-99)
 
SBYC has been an integral part of my life here in the Three Village area..The many memories are filled 
with amazing scenic beauty, fun times with wonderful friends and a camaraderie that is singular.
 My late husband, John R. White, had special memories of his family being members in the late 1950’s.  
He talked of daredevil water skiing behind the Club and actually seeing porpoise in Porpoise Channel!  

There were small boat races and plenty of family fishing days.  As a married couple, we became members in the mid 
1980’s.  John soon became involved in the running of the Club.  He served on the board for many years, becoming com-
modore in 1998-1999.  A large part of his term was involved in renewing the land lease from the Town of Brookhaven 
and creating a specific fund for future repairs and improvements.
 John loved the Yacht Club for many reasons.  To have his boat so close and accessible was wonderful!  Both of 
our sons, Matthew and Kevin, learned to handle boats, fish and ski from SBYC.  However, the thing John loved the 
most about SBYC was the membership.  He loved meeting and welcoming new people to the Club.  He treasured all 
the many dear friendships that developed over the years.  Sharing boating ideas, helping people, working on and 
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Gregory Somma (2003-04)
 
The Stony Brook Yacht Club holds many memories for me and my family over several decades. Like 
many members in the 1950’s and 60’s, we came out here during the summer months and occasional 
weekends throughout the rest of the year.  Summertime was priceless for us city kids.  Swimming 
and boating  all day, every day, was the norm.  A rainy day was never a deterrent.

 I particularly remember the swimming races that were held in the lagoon itself on Sunday afternoons.  At 
that time, the lagoon had only A and B piers (which were fixed piers – not flotation docks as we now have).  
This always drew a crowd of parents, grandparents and other family members.  I don’t think that I ever won any 
event because usually my brother, Robert, John DeMaio and Whitney Roberts were the star performers.
 Another event that was very popular was the teen dances that were held during the summer as well.  
As you grow older, your activities and interests change (school, college, marriage, family, etc.).  So I had some-
what of a disconnect from Yacht Club events for several years.
 In the early 1980’s, I renewed my interest upon purchasing a new boat, rejoining the Yacht Club and 
spending a lot of time in boating activities.  I always remember the friendly environment that existing 
members created for new members.  It is something that I have always tried to do upon meeting new members.
 While the Yacht Club has evolved, as well as grown, in many ways, throughout the years, it has 
always been a place that you want to go to.  On the occasion of celebrating its 100 Year Anniversary, I feel 
privileged to be able to share in being a member of SBYC.  It is truly a special place that creates fond members 
everyday.

improving the Club...avoiding the “Hirschmann Award”...were all a part of being an active member.
 We both enjoyed the many and varied events that brought us to the Club.  There were SBYC cruises to such 
places as Martha’s Vineyard, Montauk, Mystic and Essex.  The caravan of boats would travel together.  When safely 
in the harbor, lively dock party conversations would relive the joys and perils of being at sea!  The Club dances were 
always fun...Commodore’s Ball, New Year’s Eve 2000, St. Patrick’s Day dancing.  Opening Day events were always 
a favorite!  It marked the beginning of a new season of boating adventures with new and old friends.  Personally, 
some of my most favorite memories include just sitting on the Club patio, admiring the incredible beauty around us, 
watching the boats go by and enjoying the company.
 Now a flag member, I look forward to making many more memories.  SBYC has something for everyone at every 
stage of involvement.  It is the kindness, thoughtfulness and generosity of its members and staff that make SBYC a 
very special place.  Happy 100th  Birthday, SBYC!  Peggy White

(John R. White, continued from previous page)
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Albert Van Horn (2007-08)
 
The following was written by the author of this history, Larry Gulino, on behalf of Past 
Commodore Albert Van Horn, who expressed his wish to have these thoughts included in this 
centennial history along with those of his fellow SBYC past commodores.
 Al joined SBYC on October 22, 1987 and was sponsored by Dr. Jerry Einsenstein and Dr. Al Warren.  
He served on the O&T board since the year 2001.  His professional career as a contractor and home 

builder allowed him to bring a great deal of knowledge and skills to the many roles he readily played in his service to 
the Club.  That was particularly true during his years as lagoon chair, and  rear and vice commodore.  He served  a 
total of six years on the board before being elected commodore in 2007.  During his two year tenure as commodore, 
Al and his board were involved with the upgrading of the Club’s fuel tanks as well as the replacement of the piping 
between the tanks and the pumps and the installation of a new fuel tank monitoring and alarm system.  Al was also 
responsible for replacing all of the pilings along the east bulkhead in March, 2008.  The beach house underwent a 
complete refurbishing during his administration.
 Al and his wife, Dianne, have enjoyed the Club for over twenty-five years.  Dianne has been present at many 
of the programs for the Club’s children where she would regularly hand out cookies to our little and, as well, big kids!
 The friendships which Al has made at the Club are very important to him and he values them a great deal.  
In 2008, he graciously accepted a commemorative plaque on behalf of the Club from The Three Village Historical 
Society.  Al is very proud to have served as SBYC’s 43rd commodore and will treasure those memories always. 

Thomas J. Fratello (2009-10)
 
As part of the 100th Anniversary of the Stony Brook Yacht Club, I have been asked to give my thoughts 
and recollections of the Club over these many years.  I held the position of commodore for the years 
2009 and 2010 and was graced with an outstanding board that got us through a number of not so minor 
crises.  For those on that board that read this – “Thanks Again, Guys!!”

 Now, where do I start?  I guess the best place would be to explain how my family first got in-
volved with SBYC.  That would bring us back to the year 1949 when my grandmother’s cousin, Alex 
Pisciotta, was elected commodore (years 1949 and 1950).  Although I was not yet present on this earth, my mother 
and grandmother had many times mentioned the Club and their trips to Stony Brook during those times.  To this 
day, my mother is still surprised at the size of Young’s Island (across from the Club) and the reduction in channel 
water depth.
 It was not until 1966 that my immediate family became directly involved with the Club. My father became 
a member that year and, as I do today, always considered the full family to be a member.  During those years, the 
“kids” (in our teens) at the Yacht Club were very active and took part in many Club activities.  Although most of 
us worked at part time jobs, we made sure that the Yacht Club became a primary summer and winter social meeting 
point for our “younger generation.”  A typical summer Saturday would start out with a touch football game at the 
Boat Works Municipal Parking Lot (sometimes adult members would join in), followed by water skiing on the sound, 
Stony Brook Harbor or on the water side of the Old Field Club, West Meadow Creek.  I know – hard to believe.  
At that time, the depth of the water and channel shoaling was hardly an issue and water skiing in these areas was 
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more the norm.  How things have changed.
 Another fond memory that I have was the teenage dances that we held at the Club.   With the consent of the 
board, we were permitted to run the whole thing ourselves.  We would audition the bands, do the advertising (in-
vited all of the kids from the community), collect the fees at the door to reimburse the Club for its use on Saturday 
nights, provide food and soft drinks and hire security to ensure no incidents.  In the winter, we would usually meet 
at the Club on Saturday mornings to talk and plan for the upcoming summer which included Hampton’s beach 
and surfing trips and to schedule Saturday winter trips to various venues such as the annual New York Boat Show 
(we all hopped the train).  To all those kids, (some of whom are members and/or follow yacht club news, including 
my younger brothers, Richard and Barry) – thanks for the good times and hope you feel the same way!
 Moving on a few years down the road (late 1960s and 1970s), I found myself in college but still very closely 
connected to the Club.  During this time, I married my college sweetheart, Barbara, who has always supported me 
throughout all my ventures and adventures.  This was also the time that the Vietnam War was on the front pages.  
The draft was in full force and I found myself having to make a decision as to which branch of the armed forces to 
serve in.  I must say that after my experiences with the SBYC (I didn’t know what a boat was until that time), the 
decision was easy and I joined the U.S. Navy.  I directly attribute my connections with the Club and my experi-
ences there with my arrival at this decision.  Suffice it to say that I spent a number of years at sea on various ships 
and on shore as a  Surface Warfare Officer, finally retiring as Commander (USNR).  Thank you SBYC.
 Following my release from active duty, and again with the blessings and patience of my wonder-
ful wife, I decided to attend law school and commence my career as a lawyer.  This did not bring our 
connection to the Club to an end, however.  In 1985 (my father had previously passed on), I joined the Club 
sponsored by then members Al Marcantonio (cousin) and Ben LaRosa.  I remember, with a smile, the probation-
ary member work parties that I was involved in.  It was there that I met many who, to this day, I still consider my 
good and very close friends.  During those times, I also remember the monthly themed dances/dinners and the 
excitement when the Club first started regularly serving food on Friday nights (Club Night!) - usually burgers and 
sandwiches.  It was the start of our present dining service.  I should also mention that my two children, Cheryl and 
Jonathan, who had arrived on the scene by that time and are now adults, both worked at the Club in their school 
years and also have their own fond and fun memories of growing up at the Club – some of which I am aware of and 
some of which (I am sure) I am not so aware.
 In the years that followed and, much to my surprise, I was asked to join the board and held various positions in 
addition to commodore, including:  club attorney, trustee, secretary, rear commodore and vice commodore.  I have 
always considered these positions my “training ground” for the commodore position – years 2009 and 2010.  Those two 
years, which could be called tumultuous (I should say at this point that all commodores consider their years in office as 
tumultuous), kept me and the board extremely busy with many regular and special board meetings going past midnight.  
I can comfortably say, however, that “we got the job done.”  I found that the board and the Club always rose to the 
occasion, met any problems head on and ensured that this jewel that we call the Stony Brook Yacht Club contin-
ued on as we have come to know and love it.
 Given the time and energy, I could easily write a book about all of my SBYC experiences but that is certainly 
beyond the scope of this short discussion as this is only a taste of my reminiscing about the Club.  It is my hope 
however that this short anthology has given you a sense of my deep feelings for the Stony Brook Yacht Club and 
has demonstrated that it was truly a major factor in my life and the life of many others.
 Thank you, SBYC!!!  Looking forward to the next 100 years!!!

(Thomas J. Fratello, continued from previous page)
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Donald R. Estes (2011-12)
 
The Estes family has many wonderful SBYC memories that began in the 1970’s.  Our two children, 
Kimberly and Kevin, continue to remark on the great experiences they had at the SBYC beach.  Their 
thoughts include swimming and diving lessons from Kevin O’Leary as well as canoe and sailing lessons 
along with classes in local flora and fauna.  Other beach activities included art lessons by Barbara Al-

lard and, of course, the local ice cream truck.
 Our family also enjoyed many Sunday suppers which were not only appreciated after a day of boating but also 
offered opportunity to socialize with friends.   Both as a family and as adults with friends, the many dinners had 
while taking in the sunset were very special.
 My terms as catering chair, treasurer and commodore offered an opportunity for insight into the history and 
tradition of SBYC.  The financial and organizational contributions that SBYC boards I sat on are something I am 
very proud of.  I truly enjoyed serving with my fellow board members and respect and appreciate all the hard work 
they did along with all the committee chairs and their committees.
 The single event that I am most proud of is that the board on which I served as commodore put through the 
social membership program which, I believe, has made a tremendous difference in the financial and social envi-
ronment of SBYC.
 Memories of boating activities from SBYC will always be cherished events for me and Estes family members.  
We enjoyed day/evening sails as well as month long extended cruising.  I enjoyed the camaraderie of my fellow 
SBYC boaters and all that I learned from them as well as their ever ready assistance.
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Commodore  Edward F. Haran

Vice Commodore  Denis Lynch

Rear Commodore  John Mecionis

Secretary   Geraldine Sullivan–Keck, Ed.D.

Treasurer  Scott Heaney

Trustee  Ernest Dinda

Trustee  Eugene Clark

Trustee   Christopher Magidson

Trustee   Mark Bittmann

House Chair  Dennis Daly

Lagoon Chair    Ronald Dwyer

Fleet Chaplain   Bill Wolf

Fleet Surgeon  Richard Scriven, M.D.

Fleet Captain James McDonald

2013
Stony Brook Yacht Club
Officers  and Trustees

Commodore
Edward F. Haran
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Edwin C. Yablonski
1974

Hurlow Henle
1975

Joseph Nassir
1976-77

Richard M. Dabberdt
1978

Peter Gustafson
1979

Henry T. Hoppe
1980-81

James Daly
1992-93

George A. Denzer
1994

Anthony Parlatore
1995-96

William Kiriluk
1997

John White
1998-99

Mark Thomas
2000

Dr. Robert J. Boswell
1982-83

George F. Denzer
1984

David Prager
1985-86

Robert Volk
1987

Fred Sehlmeyer
1988

George W. Mills
1989-90

Joseph Michaels
1991

Craig Lyon
2001-02

Gregory Somma
2003-04

William Theobalt
2005-06

Albert Van Horn
2007-08

Thomas J. Fratello
2009-10

Donald Estes
2011-12

Russell J. Nicastro
1961-63

Urban C. Everling
1963-65

Frederick G. Smith
1965-66

Oliver B. Van Dyck
1966-68

Sebastian Sino
1968-70

Howard W. Scott
1970-72

Albert Brayson
1972-73

Alex Pisciotta
1949-50

George Fuchs
1950-53

Duane C. Cole
1953-55

Walter C. Hazlitt
1955-57

John C. Reboli Jr.
1957-59

John A. Michelson
1959-61

Dr. Bernard F. Shea
1913-28

Capt. Robert F. Wells
1928-33

Dr. F. Duane Squire
1933-39

Herbert Hyatt
1939-40

George Turner
1940-46

Frank A. Schaffer
1946-47

Alfred F. Devereaux
1947-49

Stony Brook Yacht Club Past Commodores
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 Topping the list of acknowledgments and special thanks is my wife, Annette, for the many hours she 
spent processing my manuscript on our computer.  A sincere thank you is also owed to Past Commodore 
George W. Mills for proof reading this work and for all of his helpful suggestions.  Thanks is due to Com-
modore Edward F. Haran and his board for supporting not only this effort but all of the work of the cen-
tennial planning committee.  A thank you is extended to all past SBYC boards, whose collective efforts 
and foresight have made our Club the flagship organization it is today.  Thanks to all SBYC members, past 
and present, whose love of the Club has kept it vibrant for these one hundred years.  Thanks as well to 
the Town of Brookhaven Trustees for allowing us the ongoing opportunity to care for this beautiful place 
we call the Stony Brook Yacht Club.  
 
 Finally, Past Commodore Gregory Somma has chaired the centennial planning committee since its 
inception in January of 2012.  His vision and perseverance has guided the committee each step of the way.  
I can personally attest to the support he has given to me over the eight months it has taken to research 
and write this history.  We were friends before.  We are even better friends now.
                                                                                                     
          

          Larry Gulino 
                                                                                                           Author
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 Larry Gulino has been a member of the Stony Brook Yacht Club since March, 1987.  Those of you 
who were around for the Yacht Club’s 75th Anniversary Diamond Jubilee in 1988 may recall that Larry, 
as part of his contribution to the Jubilee celebration, had researched and written a history of the Stony 
Brook Yacht Club in order that the members may be more aware of both the beginnings and the by gone 
times of our Club.  Well, not having learned his lesson the first time, Larry has yet again taken on the 
monumental and enormous task of chronicling the history of the Club but this time for 100 years of its 
history – this year, 2013, being the Yacht Club’s 100 Year Anniversary.  He was able to locate and include 
much newly found information that was not in his 75th Anniversary writings.
 For those of you who may not know Larry, an introduction is in order.  As I said, Larry became a 
member of the Club in March, 1987 having been sponsored by fellow members and friends Edmund Han-
dley and Thomas Koch.  Right from the beginning, Larry jumped in to help wherever he could.  He served 
as the entertainment chairman for Commodores Fred Sehlmeyer (1988) and George Mills (1989-90).  In 
2001, he resurrected the Club’s newsletter and served as its editor for four years.  He has been part of sev-
eral Stony Brook Yacht Club nominating committees and served on the board from 2004 through 2010 
as a trustee, secretary and vice commodore.  He has been part of the Centennial Planning Committee 
since January of 2012.  In his “civilian” life, Larry is a retired school psychologist and divorce mediator.  
His wife, Annette, who helped immensely with this project (thank you, Annette!), is a retired teaching 
assistant.  Their daughter, Joanne, who you will also often see at the Club, is a kindergarten and early 
childhood educator.  There is no doubt that the Stony Brook Yacht Club is an integral part of their lives, 
as it is with many of us.
 In pursuing his research, Larry has left no stone unturned.  He has traipsed through our dusty 
Club attic, reviewed thousands of pages of documents, interviewed numerous people, sought the written 
recollections of our past commodores and viewed hundreds of pictures – all in his meticulous search for 
the history of our Club.  Amazingly, he was able to locate and review a large part of the Club’s Officers and 
Trustees Board minutes from the time of its inception to the present.  Although (not surprisingly) some 
of the minutes were missing, sparse or in extremely poor condition, Larry was able to glean a tremendous 
amount of information as indicated by the size of this volume.  He also took great pains to interview 
many individuals in the Club who have been long time members and whose recollections have added 
that personal touch that no written words alone could offer.  You will find the reading both illuminating 
and entertaining.
 In Larry’s words:  “I have enjoyed the time and effort needed to write this history, although, 
admittedly, I never imagined it would be quite the task it became.  I trust you will return to these pag-
es from time to time to recall the individuals and events that have made Stony Brook Yacht Club the 
exceptional Club that it is today.”
 Larry, on behalf of myself, the Club members and as your good friend, I want to thank you for 
your efforts in putting together this 100 year history of our Club and for all you have done for the Club 
throughout all these years.
                                                                                                
          Thomas J. Fratello
                                                                                                            Past Commodore
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